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56th annual Circle K NHRA Winternationals 
Feb. 11-14 ■ Pomona, Calif. 








32nd annual CARQUESTAuto Parts NHRA Nationals 
Feb. 26-28 ■ Phoenix 








47th annual Amalie Motor Oil NHRA Gatornationals 
March 17-20 ■ Gainesville 
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17th annual NHRA Nationals 
April 1-3 ■ Las Vegas 
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7th annual NHRA Four-Wide Nationals 
April 22-24 ■ Charlotte, N.C. 








29th annual NHRA SpringNationals 
April 29-May 1 ■ Houston 








36th annual Summit Racing Equipment NHRA Southern Nationals 
May 13-15 - Atlanta 
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4th annual NHRA New England Nationals 
June 3-5 - Epping, N.H. 








47th annual Toyota NHRA Summernationals 
June 9-12 - Englishtown 
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16th annual NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals 
June 17-19 - Bristol, Tenn. 








10th annual Summit Racing Equipment NHRA Nationals 
June 23-26 - Norwalk, Ohio 
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19th annual Route 66 NHRA Nationals 
July 7-10 - Chicago 
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37th annual Mopar Mile-High NHRA Nationals 
July 22-24 - Denver 
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29th annual NHRA Sonoma Nationals 
July 29-31 - Sonoma, Calif. 
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29th annual NHRA Northwest Nationals 
Aug. 5-7 - Seattle 
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35th annual Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals 
Aug. 18-21 - Brainerd, Minn. 
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62nd annual Chevrolet Performance U.S. Nationals 
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 - Indianapolis 
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NHRA MELLO YEIIO DRAG RACING SERIES COUNTDDWN TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP 



9th annual NHRA Carolina Nationals 
Sept. 16-18 - Charlotte, N.C. 
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5th annual AAA Insurance NHRA Midwest Nationals 
Sept. 23-25 - St. Louis 
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32nd annual NHRA Keystone Nationals 
Sept. 29-0ct. 2 ■ Reading, Pa. 
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31st annual AAA Texas NHRA FallNationals 
Oct. 13-16 - Dallas 
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16th annual NHRA Toyota Nationals 
Oct. 27-30 - Las Vegas 
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52nd annual Auto Club NHRA Finals 
Nov. 10-13 - Pomona, Calif. 









FOR COMPLETE SCHEDULE 
AND TICKETS CO TO NHRA.COM 






Turn Your 440 into 600+ HP Brute . 




Introducing Trick Flow PowerPort® 240 
cylinder heads for B-/RB-series engines — the bolt-on 
street performance heads dyno-proven to turn a pump gas, 

.030" over 440 with 10.5:1 compression and a 241/246 @ .050" duration cam 
into a 600+ HP brute. 



PowerPort 240 heads are packed with the good stuff: A356-T61 aluminum castings; 
fully CNC-ported combustion chambers and ports; beefed-up rocker shaft bosses; 



334 cfm intake flow; 2.190/1.760" stainless 
valves; PAC Racing Pacaloy™ valve springs; 
factory port locations; stock-style valvetrain, 
pistons, intake, and exhaust compatibility, 
plus much more. 

Pricing starts under $2,000 for a pair of fully 
assembled heads. Tail-deck aluminum 
single-plane intake manifolds and a complete 
top-end engine kit will also be available soon. 



Intake Runners: 


Fast Specs 

240cc CNC Street Ported 


Exhaust Runners: 


74cc CNC Street Ported 


Combustion Chambers: 78cc CNC-profiled 


Intake Valve: 


2.190“ 


Exhaust Valve: 


1.760“ 


Valve Angles: 


15° 


Valve Seats: 


Ductile iron 


Intake Flow: 


334 cfm 


Exhaust Flow: 


262 cfm 



Go to HotRod.com and search keyword “PowerPort 240” to read 
an in-depth feature story about these exciting new cylinder heads. 



TrickFlow.com 

1 - 330 - 630-1555 




1601DCTF 



Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. 

Please check your state and/or local laws/regulations. 





OVER CENTER 



KELLY’S 

FINAL 



BY PETE WARD 



PHOTO 



Drag Racing Hall of Fame photog Jim Kelly passed away recently. The last race 
he shot was NHRA’s spring 2015 Las Vegas affair. His daughter Carol Kelly 
Jarnigan was kind enough to provide the photo card from his trusty Nikon. Here 
is Kelly’s closer. It’s of Steve Faria’s System 1 Oil Filter Systems T/F. 
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PROVEN CARBURETED DRAG SYSTEM 

MODULAR DESIGN INCLUDES PUMP, FILTER, & REGULATOR 




COMPONENTS 
ROTATE FOR 
MOUNTING IN 
COMPLEX 
AND TIGHT 
LOCATIONS 



PART 

NUMBER 

#11215 



AEROMOTIVE INC. COM 



AEROMOTIVE 



CONGRATULATIONS TO 

CHRIS McGAHA 






COLUMNS 



Over Center 
Behind the Scenes 
Carb Class 

The MongooSe Journals 

DEPARTMENTS 

Quarter-mile Updates 
Power Brokers 
Strange Engineering Quiz 
Bells and Whistles 




Jason Rupert clinched the IHRA Nitro Jam Nitro F/C championship in his 
Bays and Rupert Black Plague Camaro and went on to win the final 
race of the season held at Memphis International Raceway. Rupert 
tallied five wins and three runner-up finishes in 2015. Photo courtesy of 



DRIVER PROFILES 

and FEATURED PERFORMERS 








ALL WRONG 
BUT SO RIGHT 

Stuart Henry Brings an Aussie 
Attitude to the U.S. Radial Wars 




DIGGIN’UP 

BONES 

Exhuming the Memory 
of a Classic West Coast Gasser 



Visit Drag Racer online: Dragracermag.com | Follow us on Facebook: Facebook/Drag Racer Magazine 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 





PAPER TRAILS 

Part 3: Isky Stirs the Pot 
Throughout 1958 






GARAGE ART 

Creating a Gallery 
of Speed and History 







TECHNICAL 



GETTING DOWN TO 
BUSINESS-BUSINESS CARD 

Diminutive Protractor Verifies Cylinder Cross- 
K hatch Honing Angles 
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QUARTER-MILE UPDATE 



Romine Blasts a Homer 

at the World Series 




W inning at the annual World Series of Drag 

Racing at Cordova International Raceway is as 
important to Nostalgia Nitro racers in the 
Midwest as winning one of the Bakersfield, 
California races is for West Coast teams. 

This year’s World Series (the 62 nd ) was especially historic for 
the nitro racers because for the first time in the history of the 
event, nostalgia T/F dragsters and Funny Cars competed against 
one another. 

There were 10 Funny Cars and four T/F dragsters trying to qual- 
ify for an eight-car field. The qualifying was so intense that half of 
the qualified field was unable to continue racing after Saturday’s 
last-chance qualifying session. Marc White, Fred Farndon, Richard 
Hartman and Bruce Litton damaged their F/Cs to the point they 
couldn’t make the call for first round. As a result, three Top Fuel 
drivers took alternate spots. 

QUALIFYING 

Fourteen nitro cars answered the call for the first of two rounds 
of qualifying. Suffering from two days of torrential rain, the track 
initially provided little traction. Paul Romine; Mark White in Frank 
Ousley’s Crop Duster, and then the third qualifying pair, Paul 
Romine in his Man O’ War Mustang and Mark White in Frank Ous- 
ley’s Crop Duster; John Hale, another big show contender and 
Richard Hartman were the only racers able to negotiate the tricky 
surface. The bump spot for the first round was held down by 
Michael Irvin driving Dale Suhr’s Orange Crate dragster. 

Because of Friday’s poor conditions, track management and 
the DRO Series team offered all of the racers a second qualifying 
shot on Saturday. Due to heavy overnight rain, Saturday qualify- 



ing didn’t start until 3:30 p.m. After the smoke cleared, the eight- 
car field was comprised of: Mark Sanders, Romine, Hale, Shawn 
Bowen, Fred Farndon, Bruce Litton, White and Hartman. Unfor- 
tunately, none of the four dragsters entered made the program 
on performance, but the T/Fers would have their say in the out- 
come of the race. 

The general rule is that alternates in a qualified field only get 
paid if they advance past the first round. The qualifiers get first 
round money and points. As it turned out, the only teams from 
the remaining seven that could or would fill in were the non- 
qualified Top Fuel teams, including Jim Young, Tim Cullinan and 
Michael Irwin. 

ELIMINATIONS 

This was to be a driver’s race. The first pair out in the first 
round was first alternate Jimmy Young in his dragster vs. John 
Hale’s flopper. Both fought for traction, and even though Hale 
had a commanding holeshot leave, Young spun less for the win. 
In another pedal fest, Bowen’s F/C defeated Cullinan’s T/F. 
Romine defeated the T/F driven by Irwin. Low qualifier Sanders 
got a single when Farndon was a no-show. 

The semis was a Christmas round. Young got a gift from 
Sanders, who led most of the race but had to abort the run and 
Romine cruised to the finals when Bowen clicked off immediately 
after the green. 

In the final go, Young needed a career E.T. to give Romine, who 
had made four 5.80 laps, a run for the title. The dramatic and his- 
toric battle staged near midnight saw Romine finally get a long 
sought after World Series of Drag Racing trophy, as he lead from 
flag to stripe. 
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TITANIUM 



RAC IN® 






CONTACT US TODAY FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 
FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS. 



888-748-8510 • info@tmstitanium.com 



TMSTITANIUM.COM 



rv. 




QUARTER-MILE UPDATE 



Rowe Debuts New P/M 

and Wins Charlottel 




{(i-rOBlTl 



R AG WAY £ 






anny Rowe introduced his brand-new supercharged Agave Underground Tequila 
Corvette at the NHRA Carolina Nationals and it was an immediate success. He dis- 
patched Dan Stevenson, Jim Whiteley and Steven Whiteley to advance to the final 
where he defeated Eric Latino to earn his fifth career NHRA major event victory. 




10MR DRIYC SMICe 



MADE N The 



USA 



Run Cooler 



www.blowerdriveservice.com PH: 562-693-4302 



BDS: Anything 
Less Is 2nd Best. 
Complete 
Kits & Compo 
In Stock Read 

Pump Up the 
Boost with 
II 

Technology 
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Suspension Systems and Components 

Chowa Tram a broad rang* of 4-link and 
lad dir bar systems for straet/strip to 
professional levels of performance. 



SEE IT, 

BUY IX - Browse our E-Store for 
□MUMP! Thousands of Products 



fRtt Catalogs, Data Sheets 
and Tech Guides... 



Don't See 



It Here? 



on thg Vfefc la 



EjIi Mi rmS3S.3Sa.OSB1 



see more exponents for 
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BIG Savings On 







QUARTER-MILE UPDATE 



Power Brokers 




TAYLOR 

Matonports Products 

CREW CHIEF OFTHE MONTH 




Larry Snyder, proprietor of Snyder Motorsports and crew 
chief on son Mick’s numerous race cars, never let the sentence, 
“It’ll never work!” get in his way. First, some history. Larry began 
his racing career around ’81 at the fabled U.S. 30 drag strip near 
Chicago in the Run Tuff class, part of the track’s bracket program, 
competing with his big-block ’57 Chevy. 

After several years of bracketeering, Larry stepped away to 
focus on family and business. In ’93 he returned to competition, 
this time with 11-year-old son Mick, both piloting Spitzer 
dragsters; Mick in a Jr. In ’98 Mick graduated to full-on 
competition with a new Spitzer S/C dragster, while Larry stepped 
up to a blown small-block, setting records (6.08 E.T.) in IHRA’s 
Pro Outlaw Eliminator. Larry captured the IHRA World 
Championship the following year while also guiding Mick. Family 
fun has always been one of the hallmarks of Team Snyder, but 
running two cars wasn’t so much, so Larry stepped out of the 
cockpit and devoted all of his energies to Mick’s career. 

Though racing was an important aspect of the Snyders’ lives, 
their growing business, started in ’94, was the main focus. 
Initially directed at the Jr. Dragster market, including the 
assembly of Polar clutches, their big car division picked up steam. 
This coincided with Mick’s jump to Top Alcohol Dragster racing 
in ’01. Larry reasoned a transmission featuring a torque converter 
(though never used previously) would be a hot ticket, mated to 
their “screwpercharged” Hemi. The prevailing wisdom said it 
would never work. Undaunted, Snyder began collaborating with 
Gary Sumek at Lenco on the project, using a Lencodrive as a 
starting point. Coan, which supplied the torque converters, was 
also involved. 

Following a developmental period for the heavily modified 
Lenco piece and Mick’s move to TA/FC, their competition was 
forced to reconsider Larry’s wisdom, as Mick won the NHRA Div. 
3 championship in ’04 through ’06. Larry was also selected as 
that division’s Crew Chief of the Year in ’04 and '06. Mick’s TA/FC 
win at NHRA’s Chicago national event went further to vindicate 
Larry’s concept. It was the first time a torque converter-equipped 
TA/FC won at that level of competition. Mick scored two more 
NHRA major wins prior to jumping into ADRL Pro Extreme 
competition in ’10. 

Ultra-fast door car competition looked like too much fun to 
ignore. Forming an alliance with legendary Pro Extreme runner 
Jason Scruggs, Larry basically took his TA/FC engine/trans 
combo and plugged it into a Pro Mod-style Corvette. Scruggs 
supplied his vast setup knowledge in exchange for Larry’s 
transmission savvy. 

When the Snyders jumped in, there were maybe two other 
torque converter-equipped cars, now all the Pro Extreme racers 
rely upon them. Needless to say, Larry’s influence was 
substantial. Mick was honored with ADRL’s Rookie of the Year 
title in '10 and won the Pro Extreme World Championship in ’12. 
Last season he won Rockingham’s prestigious Dragstock race. 

Seeking fresh challenges, Mick moved to ADRL Top 
Sportsman competition in '15. Their venerable ‘Vette is chock full 
of new Snyder-inspired innovations. Working with ComSync, 
Snyder modified their electronic fuel injection system for his new 
Roots-type blower (a first) and coil pack ignition system 
(another first) replacing the traditional distributor. Competitors 
chuckled at both innovations. New Snyder-designed (VED 
manufactured) Hemi heads are also in place. 

Have these innovations proven to be as successful as Larry’s 
transmission? Starting late in the '15 season and having to bolt 
on an additional 300 pounds (!) to compete in the new classes, 
Mick has won one PDRA race and RU-ed at a second, running 
3.98 in the eighth and has been competitive in NHRA 
competition. Enough said. The impending ’16 season appears to 
be even brighter for Larry and Mick. 

Larry would like to thank the team’s longtime sponsor, Barb 
Bakos, owner of Powersource Transportation. 



Lee is Victorious 

in his First Outing 




N ew California Hustler driver Cory Lee quickly justified his hiring by 
owner Don Nelson. He drove the Ronnie Swearingen-tuned AA/FC to 
an impressive win at the third Saturday Night Nitro at Auto Club 
Famoso Raceway. 

Lee said of the victory, “I know how much effort this team has put in over this season, and 
I am truly grateful to have been invited to drive the California Hustler. I want to dedicate my 
part of this win to the memory of my friend Roger Garten.” 
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EVERYTHING YOU IXIEED 



SINCE 1 95S 



PerTronix Sponsored Hairston GTO 



• One Piece Mandrel 
Bent Primary Tubes 
From 2”- 2.5” 

• Precision Machined 
3/8” Flanges 

• Formed Collectors 
From 3.5”-5” 
Gaskets and Bolts 








BELLS AND WHISTLES 



Under 

New Management 





Fuel system management is usually a big expensive thing, and lots of average guys 
don’t do it because of that. FIE has a very affordable, capable setup that can get people into 
fuel management easily and painlessly. 

FIE’s new multi-stage mechanical fuel-injection tuning solution offers control by time with up 
to four different stages of lean-out or enrichment, eight times per pass (two events per channel). 

Each valve consumes only 1.7 amps of 12VDC and handles high pressures and large flow with ease. 

Channels of the controller can each switch up to 5 amps continuous without a relay and are also able to control shift-lights, shift-points, 
ignition timing changes, etc. by time. Easy to connect and simple to program, this versatile tuning package can provide control of all phases 
of a pass. For more info, call 541.990.2485 or visit Fuelinjectionent.com. 



Takin’ it to the 
Streets 

Racepak’s IQ3s provides complete instrumentation for street 
vehicles in a compact, sleek and easy to use package. Along with 
speed and engine functions, the IQ3s also displays standard road 
vehicle indications such as fuel level, turn signals, high beam, parking 
brake, time and much more. In addition, it can connect to Racepak’s 
GPS module to provide GPS speed where mechanical speed input 
is not possible. 

Information can be 
displayed on four 
user- 

programmable 
dash pages, and 
the IQ3s also 
features four 
internal warning 
lights and internal 
progressive shift 
light, along with 
external warning light and fan outputs. 

The IQ3s can easily connect to CAN-based 2008 and newer 
OBDII functions, and can be used with any of Racepak’s V-Net data 
loggers. It also connects to more than 20 aftermarket standalone 
EFI systems. 

The blue backlight is dimmable with headlights and provides 
excellent viewing in all light conditions, while the low luster display 
screen provides excellent protection against scratches. For more 
info, call 949.709.5555 or visit Racepak.com. 



Ford Guys . . . 
Don’t Dodge 




CP-Carrillo is introducing 4.6 Ford modular bullet 
rods. These connecting rods include the advanced features 
and improvements that it has developed through rigorous 
testing and R&D. They are on the shelf and ready for 
immediate delivery. 

Manufactured from CP-Carrillo’s proprietary blend of steel 
on a near net forging for structural support and durability, 
these bullet connecting rods are a factory replacement and 
race ready straight out of the box. 

Rods are supplied with WMC H-ll tool steel bolts, have a 
C-C length of 5.932, with big end hone of 2.2394 and pin end 
hone of 0.8672 for a total weight of 613 grams. After rigorous 
R&D, the bullet 4.6 Ford modular rods have been torture 
tested and rated for 1,100-plus-hp, 30-plus-psi of boost and 
8,500 rpm. For more info, call 949.567.9000 or visit 
Cp-carrillo.com. 
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MANUFACTURED 



Qrt/te* 



IN THE USA 



Get, AdHaf. uff/A tiA. 








Are you in 
the Groove? 

Good Vibrations Motorsports is offering 
this new crank hub with a built-in V-Groove. 
This internally balanced Chevy hub is 
machined from billet 4130 chrome-moly 
steel and oxidized black for durability. It 
features one Ve-inch keyway and 14-inch 
keyway 180 degrees apart with the popular 
six-hole supercharged bolt pattern. 

The hub also features a scallop 
machined profile to accommodate a 
press-on degree ring. Two-inch center 
register accepts most blower pulleys. The 
V-Groove allows one to run an alternator, 
water pump, etc. in close to the engine. The 
smaller diameter pulls less horsepower. 

It’s ideal for street rods, marine or racers 
with a supercharger running accessories. 
For more info, call 800.576.7661 or visit 
Goodvibrationsmotorsports.com. 




If you Can’t Find ’em, 
Build ’Em 

The Original Doug’s Headers announces a complete line of weld up race car headers for 
big-block Chevrolets. These kits for the custom race car or header builder are suitable for 
applications where a specific-fit header is not available. Perfect for Pro Street, Super Comp 
or Super Gas-type race cars, and also applicable for Sprint Car-type headers. They feature 
%-inch machined flanges and are available with either weld on or slip fit type long transition 
collectors. Mandrel bent tubing for superior exhaust gas flow in 2, 2.25, 2.375 or 2.5 inches 
with collectors ranging from 3.5- to 5-inch diameter. High temp HTX gaskets, header bolts 
and washers and collector lock tabs (for the slip collector) are all included as well. For more 
info, call 909.599.5955 or visit Dougsheaders.com. 




is an Iron Horse 



World Products has revised its small-block Ford castings to make the blocks 
even stronger and easier to build. Available with a 302-style 8.200-inch deck 
height or a Windsor-style 9.500-inch deck height, the Man O’War blocks are packed 
with performance-enhancing features. 

The 8.200-inch block is a direct bolt in for 5.0L Mustangs and is compatible with OEM heads 
and exhaust systems. The 9.500-inch block works with all of the 351 Windsor-style 
components. Both have Siamese cylinder bores with thick walls that can be bored to 4.200 inches 
and extra thick decks with six head bolts per cylinder for secure gasket clamping. 

The cylinder barrels are extended into the crankcase at the bottom by 14 inch to provide superior piston 
support with long stroke crankshafts. The 8.200-inch deck blocks have clearance for a 3.500-inch stroke crank, and 9.500-inch 
deck blocks are clearanced for a 4.000-inch stroke. Billet steel or nodular iron splayed four-bolt main caps are fitted with dowels 
and stepped register and ARP fasteners. World blocks are equipped with a priority main oiling system that delivers oil to the main 
bearings first for reliable lubrication at high rpm. For more info, call 877.630.6651 or visit Pbm-erson.com. 



This Man O'War 
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'PERFORM AM CE 



Toll Tree: 888-748-4655 
or 336-652-5855 
paceperformance.com 



STORE HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 8AM to 6PM, EST 
50 Karago Avenue , 
Boardman 7 Ohio 44512 
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Watch for 
T upcoming new 
releases of 
BBC 454 & 502 
Crate Engine 
Packages! 

S) 



Pace Exclusive: 

12427 505HP Crate Engines 

• Prepped, Primed & Ready-to-Run 

• 24 Month/50,000 Mile Warranty 

• Installed Chevrolet Performance Muscle Car Oil Pan 
1 Includes HD Starter, Break-In Oil Package 

ZZ427 with FAST 2.0 EF. $12,869.88 

ZZ427 with Dual Quads. $11,988.88 

ZZ427 with 750CFM Carb & Black Trim $11,749.88 

' ZZ427 Engine & Trans Combo Kits available with TK0600, T56, TH400, 4L80E and New 4L80 Five & Six Speed A/T 



i 



Pace Exclusive 

SBC 350 260HP with TH350 Trans Package 
Also includes: starter, flexplate, modulator 
tube, torque converter dust shield, 
trans mount and more. 

GMP-TH3507353-1 SBC 350 & TH350 Combo 
Package Only $4698.88 

Just Reledsed: Pace SBC 550 260HP with 
TKO 600 Manual 5 Speed Package! 

GMP-TK67353-1 SBC 350 w/TKO 
600. .$6829.88 






Pace BBC 502 600+HP Only 
$10,289.88 

Fully assembled with new GM 502 
short block. Includes dyno break- 
in, tune and test. 



Pace Exclusive LS3550HP Crate 
Engines 
Only $9989.88 

Carbureted with HEI Ignition, No engine 
■ r . control module (ECU) or wiring harness 
I' r is needed. Also Includes HD Starter, Air 
li 1 Cleaner and Pace engine prep & oil priming 
service. Available in Orange, As-cast, 
Chrome, Black & Polished Finishes. 



Pace SBC 350/350HP Crate Engines 

Brand New NOT Remanufactured. Includes Pace new 
engine prep & oil priming service! 

GMP-10067353-V4X long block w/o intake $2979.88 
GMP-10067353-VKX long block with intake $3179.88 
GMP-10067353-V1X Complete Carb to Pan $4189.88 
V1X Engine with TH350 A/T Trans Pkg $5779.88 

V1X Engine with 700R4 A/T Trans Pkg $7229.88 

V1X Engine w/TKO 600 5-Speed Trans Pkg $7998.88 ■ 
V1X Engine w/T56 6-Speed Trans Pkg $9019.88 



Brand New Chevrolet 
Performance 6.0L Cast Iron 
Bare Block 

Direct replacement LY6 & L96 
production block. 4.000in bore, 
9.240in deck height. 

12609999 Gen IV 6.0L 
Cast Iron Block 

. . Only $998.95 

DR525 Trans Packages „„ c/wu 

Designed for use with the Chevrolet Performance DR525 will support up iom+ 

sealed drag racing engines. The package includes everything horsepower. 
you need for a quick install and reliable performance. 






DR525 Powerglide Trans Package Only $3139.88 
DR525 Powerglide w/SFI Case Trans Package Only $4498.88 
DR525 TH350 Trans Package Only $2929.88 
DR525 TH400 Trans Package Only $2998.88 



Jobber, Installer 
and WD Programs 
Available 



Pace Exclusive LS Serpentine 
Drive Systems 

Looking for an affordable, complete 
FEAD system for your LS engine? 
Confused about which system you need, 
what offset you have, what version 
water pump is on your engine or which 
adapter bracket or spacers you need? 
Our tech staff has put together this 
kit that keeps everything simple and 
affordable. 

Pace FEAD Package Includes: 

•Harmonic Balancers Bolt 
•New Water Pump, Gaskets & Bolts 
•130AMP Alt with Electrical Pigtail 
Connector 

•Power Steering Pump 

•Power Steering Pump Reservoir & 

Bracket 

•Brackets & Bolts *A/C Compressor 
•Serpentine Belt 'Pulleys & Tensioner 
•Installation Instructions 

PAC-19155067-R4 FEAD 
w/R4 Compressor $1429.88 

PAC-19155067-SD5 w/Sanden 508 
Compressor $1429.88 

PAC-19155067-SD7 w/Sanden SD7 
Compressor $1429.88 
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Ask about price matching! 
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Whittier, CA MOr QHSPQRTS 
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Order or Download 

FREE Catalog! 
visit us at: 

www.DragParts xom 



Need a Boost? We Can Help! 



Billet Blowers at 
Sportsman Prices! 





The Blower Shop Superchargers are some of the finest 
on the market. Their BILLET case is superior to cast 
casings and has a show polished finish. 

Blower Drive Kits 




FREE Tech Advice & Generous Discounts!! 



Blower Belts 
Billet Blower Pulleys 

Belts available in Rubber, Kevlar & Carbon. 
Pulleys are 3. Sin wide 6061 aluminum 




W’ Pitch 
8mm 

SmoiGT 
1 ImmGT 
13.9mm 
14mm 
14mmGT 




from $75 



Stainless Steel Plumbing 



tJTD 
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3/8 seamless polished Stainless-Steel tubing with 
anodized fittings (or SS) for two double pump carbs 
mounted sidesaddle. Includes carb fuel inlet to AN6 
fittings and provides a AN6 Tee fuel connection per 
carb to supply fuel to both carb bowls. Demon also. 

4150 & 4500 Dual Lines from $*49 

4150 & 4500 Bridle Lines from $ 49 



from $49 



Empowering Racers Since 1989 



Instant $10 off 1st Web Order: Code: 9206 | DragParts.com | Whitter, CA 








Blower Manifolds 



View our 
Supercharged 
Product Line 
Over lOOO 



in Stack! 



Street is tapped for water ports, has 1/3 hole 
for boost pressure gauge and includes Back- 
Fire Valve Kit. Competition is drilled for port 
nozzles, machined for burst panel and in- 
cludes Burst Panel frame & bolts, intake & 
base gaskets and aluminum stud kit 

Street & Race Manifolds at Discounted Prices! 



Blower Spacers frum 

Choice of Cast or Billet Aluminum 
Available in 2 in or 4in (Stackable) 
Includes O-Ring & Anodized Stud Kit 





Click or Call | Easy Ordering | FAST Skipping | Toll Free 8 



576.7661 



Blower Components & Accessories 



Most parts machined from 6061-T6 
Aluminum or Heat-Treated Chromoly. 



1. Burndown Breathers.. $l&0 

2. Idler Bracket Kits .. $mH 

3. Billet Idler Pulleys $*3*J 

4. Snouts & Couplers ..from $-Ho 

5. Carb Scoops ,, $1^0 

6. Carb Adapter Plates $130 

7. Billet Aluminum Belt Guards $130 

8. Premium Gaskets ...from $ 0 

9. Alum Degree Rings $ 7 o 

10. Chromoly Crank Hubs $ioo 

11. Billet Timing Pointers $ 3*) 

12. Blower Stud Kit w/12pl Nuts $ 40 

13. Bearings and Seals .........from $ J Ho 

14. Sight Gauge or PR Valve from $17 

15. Burst Panel Deflector $103 

16. Burst Panel SFI Approved $ 25 







PART 3: ISKY STIRS THE POT THROUGHOUT 1958 

J 



Text and Photos by Dave Wallace 



I f it seems that one racer and one manufacturer are getting dis- 
proportionately large chunks of this episode, don’t blame us. 
Don Garlits and Ed Iskenderian dominate the following pages 
just as they did those printed during 1958. The season opened 
to full-page “hero” ads shouting that the 170-mph barrier really had 
been blasted by some guy back east. The year ended with a con- 
troversial Dec. 27 Drag News cover story declaring the 180-mph bar- 
rier had just tumbled to the same guy, at— suspiciously— the same 
Florida track. 

Of course, nobody out west swallowed either speed; possibly 
not even the savvy L.A. camgrinder promoting his newest hero 
in full-page Hot Rod and Drag News ads. If Ed Iskenderian did 
have doubts of his own, deep down, he’s never admitted to any. 
A time slip showing one big number was documentation 
enough for Isky customers, whatever the prevailing track 
conditions and timing systems. Never mind the customary 
track-record-backup run within 2%. 

Nobody here is suggesting that either run advertised by 
multiple Garlits sponsors as the first 170 and the first 180 was 
bogus. Years later, when Garlits owned records everywhere, 
even Californians conceded the possibility that a combination 
of concrete traction and prototype M&H slicks might’ve done 
the trick— maybe. Their skepticism was understandable in an 
era notorious for inconsistent clocks and unscrupulous 
promoters. If not for Isky’s ads, we wonder how many folks 
outside southern Florida would’ve even heard of these times, let 
alone accepted them as “world records” (or kept debating them 
in bench races for nearly six decades and counting). 



Meanwhile, manufacturers on opposite edges of America 
were introducing two of the most significant innovations ever 
developed for drag racers: M&H Tire Company’s purpose-built 
Racemaster dragster slick and Chassis Research Company’s 
mail-order slingshot kit. You’ll enjoy some of the earliest ads for 
these historic product lines on the following pages. 

Excluding house organs controlled by membership groups, 
just two national publications consistently covered the sport in 
this second season of the fuel ban. Any other similarity ended 
with their common cover price, 25 cents. Hot Rod editor Wally 
Parks glorified gasoline-burning cars and covered gas-only 
NHRA meets almost exclusively in a slick, monthly package not 
appearing until two to three months later. The independent 
Drag News delivered fuel dragsters, fuel coupes, fuel roadsters 
and fuel motorcycles to fuel-starved readers on cheap, black- 
and-white newsprint as soon as 72 hours after the meet, 
whether sanctioned or unaffiliated, every other Wednesday. 
Despite its unpaid reporters and a circulation less than a 
hundredth of HRM’s half-million, the feisty tabloid punched well 
above its fighting weight within our small, tight-knit community. 
See for yourselves, digitally. Platinum-level Hot Rod Club 
membership enables unlimited online viewing of issues all the 
way back to January 1948, while Wdifl.com offers CDs of 1955- 
71 Drag News page scans. 

Another magazine joins these print pioneers next time, when 
Drag Racer resets the time machine to 1959. Among other 
memories, we’ll be revisiting the utter humiliation— then glorious 
revenge— of “Don Garbage” in hostile California. M 
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How to 5 Cycle 
4 Cycle Engine! 

with Top Tuner tip* 

by ED ISKENDER1AN 
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■ Don Garlits succeeded Emery Cook at the top of continuous hero ads crediting Isky’s so-called fifth 
combustion cycle for their respective barrier breaking. The rising star’s real advantage is in plain 
sight here: prototype M&H Racemasters that propelled a primitive rail job— based on 1931 Chevy 
rails, unblown and carbureted, yet— to 176.40 mph late last season. 
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HOWARD'S RACING 



■ Isky’s May 31, 1958, Drag News ad ironically 
predicted Doug Cook’s immediate future. Sure 
enough, one of those “discouraged cam 
grinders” was about to “lure him away.” 



■ Ed Iskenderian traces the long-running 
gasser wars to Howard Johansen’s small, 
provocative ad in the September HRM touting 
Doug Cook’s shocking defection from Isky 
Cams— under the same headline that Ed had 
written for Drag News (above). Considering 
HRM’s lengthy lead-time, Cookie must’ve 
made the switch almost immediately after 
Isky’s final hero ad appeared in the more timely 
tabloid. In between, Cook’s blown ’37 Chevy 
evidently shed the full hubcaps of early photos 
(but not yet its cool spotlights). 
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BUILT FOR RACERS... BY RACERS! SINCE 1979 



PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF OUR NEW ADDRESS 

5867 Springhill Drive. Albany, OR 97321 

HANS DEVICE 



BELL HEL 



ENGINE DIAPERS 



TRANS BLANKETS 



1311 PRODUCTS INC 



PARACHUTES 



BLOWER RESTRAINTS 



Ft RESUITS 



(snm 8oo.32o.2988 m 

www. taylormotors ports, com 
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■ To date, the most-significant traction device is the first drag slick that wasn’t a recap. Marvin 
and Henry Rifchin were already molding treadless tires for circle burners when the father-son 
partners at M&H Tire Company asked Don Garlits to test a set of 6-inch-wide, soft-compound 
Racemaster Dragsters near the end of the 1957 season. On Nov. 10, the unknown test pilot 
simultaneously smashed both Emery Cook’s sacred speed record and the 170-mph barrier (176.40) 
at Brooksville, Florida. 
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WORLD'S FASTEST 
CHEV. (V4 mile) 



Built by Capital Speed Shop o< Satrunenlo, Calif. t and driven 
tty owner Ed CortPpo$^i. thii car his established itself a\ one 
of tht holiest running fuel burners in the country today. To aid 



owner Cortopossl start on his long line 
engineers supplied him with an laay £3 Cam and Engineered KJt 
and through the cooperation of Emory Cook tCooL’ Bed well) worked 

out - ‘ mm 



his long line of victories Iskenderian 
Witt 

I . an J 

a successful carburet Ion setup. 



ISKV CAMS 

when the big meet* an 
by the same token it's! 
It Is no accident that m 
Chester, SC., Big H.iyu' 
Daytona results, 

1ST PLACE — EXPIftlM 
MILIEU. '93 Ford. Fail 
mpfc. Ttili world's U: 
equipped wllh Latham b 
Com and Kit. 



On February 2 a secret and closed meet was held to make an 
assault on the 20 year old 2 way kilometer wnrld record. We were 
gratified 1b lean thal likcnderian equipped Glass Slipper, men- 
tioned abdiro, was one of the two cars selected, presumably based 
on its part record In 1957, However In all fairness la Mr. 
CoJlopbSsl. we feel that preparation for this event must have 
been too hurried as the cars potential was way off, picking up 
only 8 ffipb ovir the ft of a milt distance, 2ft times the dis- 
tance of the American ft mUt- 

Whlle the showing of the 2 cars selected was crtdrlabre It's not 
dear why the |pp performing ok like Don Garlits' Cook-Bedwell 
and others were bypassed Girtltrt time for the ft mile 176,40 
mph laffidat), is actually better than glee did in the ft mile 
run. 2ft limes as far. These cars undoubtedly would have passed 
well over the 200 mph mark in this distance. Fn the American 
tradition drag racing Is a competitive sport. The laurels belong 
to. and should be rewarded to. only those who have earned it. 
Left keep it that way! 



1ST PUCE— MODIFIED 
50 Merc, Ishy E2 Cam 

1ST PLACE —SPORT SMAk 
62 Cam and Engineered 



1ST PLACE — CRAN'D HA1 
Ulrich, This powerful an 
And XII, 




■ Isky really pissed off the pope by intentionally delaying delivery of this critical ad until the rest 
of the May 1958 Hot Rod page negatives were going to press. The timing got so tight that HRM 
approved this major advertiser’s request to ship a new ad directly to Petersen Publishing’s 
outside printer, thereby bypassing the usual proofreading by editorial director Wally Parks and his 
main proofreader, wife Barbara. What really bothered Iskenderian, a regular advertiser since the 
second Hot Rod (February 1948), was the magazine’s choice of the second gas dragster invited to 
privately challenge FIA records. Though Calvin Rice had won NHRA’s national championship with 
that unnamed car, Mr. Isky felt that its selection amounted to unpaid HRM publicity for his newest 
camshaft competitor, Racer Brown, previously the magazine’s technical editor. Ed took another 
veiled shot by referencing Garlits, Emery Cook and Cliff Bedwell, much faster Isky customers 
burning nitro in defiance of the year-old fuel ban. 



Oh, ouch! In the very next (June) issue, the HRM editor devoted his entire column to defending 
the FIA selections questioned by an advertiser. Without once identifying that company, Wally 
went on to blast previous ads endorsing “obviously questionable performance records”— 
implying that speeds clocked on fuel and/or at non-NHRA-sanctioned strips must be “imaginary 
or one-time flukes.” Ed Iskenderian has said that Parks remained cordial in public, but the once- 
close relationship between these industry pioneers never recovered from the attack. 
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Ask us about the very 
latest in T&D He mi ^ - 
technology 



Mechanical Perfection. It doesn’t get_any better. 



You can always count on 
performance shaft-moun\ 
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T&D rockers fit right the first time 
Simplified Maintenance 
Internal lubrication to bearings 
Larger shafts & bearings 
Many rocker sets available in steel 
for high stress (blown or nitrous) 
Improved Rigidity 
Improved Geometry 
High RPM Stability 
Larger adjusters 
Many sets are direct bolt-on 
Custom ratios and offsets 
Totally rebuildable rockers 
Rocker sets for hundreds of popular 
cylinder heads, OEM and aftermarket 
Unparalleled Customer Service 
Available from speed shops, the finest 
engine builders or direct from T&D 



COMPETITION ROCKER ARMS 




nuf^ctured 



pEiitra^ to ossa 



4859 Convair Drive. Carson City, NV 89706 
(775) 884-2292 • www.tdmach.com 





WHATS THIS? Airplane versus dragster? BeHer yet — I 
the slingshot is being piloted by Lynne Sfurmer — a woman. 

In matched race the fuel-burning Chrysler-powered "Bean 
Bandit'* won hands down. Airplanes were on hand for Cole 
Brothers Atr Circus, held in conjunction with drag meet at 
LL S. 30 Dragway, Indiana, July 6* 



■ Lynne Sturmer might’ve been the first female to regularly 
drive a Top Eliminator car, and possibly a fueler. How a gas 
dragster shoe in Chicagoland hooked up with the Bean Bandits 
is a mystery. (Help, Midwestern readers?) This single photo 
and caption in the July 12, 1958, Drag News, is all we’ve found 
about a “matched race” that supposedly occurred at Lynne’s 
home track, U.S. 30 Dragway. The absence of any times for her 
reported victory and those disinterested dudes in the 
background make us wonder whether the stunt consisted of 
just a staged, static press photo. 



■ The Cliff & Bedwell team’s sensational 
1957 season with a third-hand Scotty Fenn 
slingshot generated nationwide demand 
for the first production-line drag cars. This 
year, the transplanted Okie added drag 
racing’s first mail-order kit cars and 
universal components to welded frames, 
fully assembled in-house (from $315). 

This ad for Scott-Fab kits appeared in the 
July 12, 1958, Drag News. Hundreds of cars 
were built by the end of the decade, 
before NHRA’s first minimum-wheelbase 
rule hurried their obsolescence just as 
Dragmaster Co.— a competitor launched 
by Dode Martin and NHRA’s original 
tech guy, Jim Nelson— was capturing 
Mickey Thompson and other influential 
gas dragster stars. 
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24° BB-CHEVY 

315cc 100+HP Gain 
Over Factory LS-6 Head 



isit our website for a free catalog & decal 



15°SB-CHEVY 

285cc Flows 
400 CFM 



1 ” Composite 
Carb Spacers 



MOST POWERFUL 



8mm valves that reduce valve float (Big Block Chevy has 
pntinnal 11 /32 harriwaml. Pmminm Paralnv ranirm 



head deck, Viton oil seals (not cheap Poly Acrylic) and 
hardened Chrome Moly sprinj seats, not just shims. Ihcludes 
adjustable guide plates for perfect rocker arm alignment. 

LIFETIME WARRANTY! 

Call for details. AFR heads only. 

9 ?0cc SBF Flows 340 CFM ✓245cc LSX Flows 360 CFM 
5cc SBC Flows 350 CFM ✓385cc BBC Flows 456 CFM 



20° SB-F0RD 

185cc 95HPGain 
Over GT-40X 
Windsor Head 



23°SB-CHEVY 

180cc 80HP Gain 
Over L-98 Head 






15° LS-1 

210cc 40HP Gain 
Over LS-1 Stock Head 



k Composite plastic manifold run 



intakes 

flu MM 



... a competitor 
•s 30” cool, 



9 to 11 lbs weight savings (depending on 

Dual distributor hold-downs 
• Reduces carburetor vibration 

Hlnterchangeable Runners to a common valley plate 



Titon-TXR X ' ~ 

Single 
Plane Race 
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Carb q 

Height 

5.500 
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Titon-TXS 

Single 
Plane Strip 
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Carb Height 9 

4.580 
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Titon-DPR ® 

Dual Plane 
Street/Strip 

Carb Height © 

4.720 
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WORLD S FASTEST DRAGSTER 

0 le 176.40 MPH 8.79 SIC. IX S handing * * Mile 

GOING INTO litliCMINT. BUSINESS OBLIGATIONS 
MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO CONTINUE RACING THIS CAB 

— Cvtftcf 

DON GARLITS c y o Don's Speed Shop 



mu 
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■ Pete Millar’s earliest published work went mostly 
uncredited. No cartoonist was listed in HRM’s masthead or 
tech column, and signatures rarely accompanied individual 
artwork in ads or articles. This exception caught our eye 
among HRM’s August 1958 “Shop Talk” letters to freelance 
columnist Don Clark (also the “C” in C-T Automotive). 



■ As Don Garlits liked to say, “Retiring is easy; I’ve done it lots of times!” This is believed 
to be the first and perhaps briefest example, as announced in the Aug. 9, 1958, Drag 
News. Now known as Swamp Rati, the original car lives in the Garlits Museum (as does a 
reproduction of its later, supercharged self). 



HOWARD RACING CAMS ‘‘Where w* tale cams and earn en- 
gingering Mriousty." NOT A BUNCH Ot DOUBLE TALKl to lure 
the unsuspecting motor builder to buy e product! 




5 CVCLI A CYCLE 3 Z I 
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Howard" racinc 
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■ Here’s how Howard Johansen 
finally responded to a year-long 
onslaught of 5-Cycle hype by Ed 
Iskenderian, Howard’s main 
rival. The ad appeared in the 
Sept. 20, 1958, Drag News. 





CYC l £ at the big three 

N.H.R.A. NATIONALS 
A*T* A* A* A* H* R* A. 



5 Cycle-equipped cars have concluded i ^pedicular end 
record sheltering teeson with in equally specleculer cleen 
sweep of the Ireditionel Uhor Day week-end p ftig 3' events, 
rh* N H R A. Nationals, Oklahoma City, the A T A A. World 
Senes of Dregs *t Cordove, III., end AH ft A. meet ef Greet 
Bendj Kentet. This sensational domination of the top events 
once again proves conclusively that a 5 Cycle inita Nation is 
™» hivrng e heed start. Sterling tribute to the foresight 
end design pioneering of liky's progressive Engineering 



Dept, it being acclaimed by feeing men everywhere , , „ 
everywhere except by other cam grinders, of course (which 
aceounlf for the humorous illustration at the left.) 

H seems trial another cam grinder, unable to graciously 
accept the victories and proven superiority of Isky 5 Cycle 
Cams has vented hit frustration in ridicule, not only against 
us, but against those who ute our products. Normally we 
would be expected to be disturbed . . » but long since we 
have learned to accept the fact that such attacks are the 
'penalty of leadership’, And in view of the dean sweep 
such ridicule is so ludicrous, that we feel quite magnanimous 
in thanking them for pictorialfy siting up the attitude of 
£ Cycle users— they are indeed "happy as a clown 4 over their 
victories, and the performance of their 5 Cycle equipped 
engines. 



N.H.R.A. NATIONALS (Oklahoma City) 

TJiis annual event, under the able supervision of NHM president. Wally Parks, has assumed the 
status of the biggest single meet of Ihe year lor gas operated dragsters. Wilh therr sights set 



■ The same November 1958 HRM that carried NHRA Nationals coverage contained this classic cartoon ad. Note the strong resemblance to Howard’s 
clown and bicycle— both transported into the new Chevy pickup won by NHRA Nationals Top Eliminator Ted Cyr, sponsored by Isky. 
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High Performance 

7 6 Custom Pushrods 

Tapered or Straight Pushrods in the 
Following Diameter 

316" • 1/4" • 516" * 11/32" • 3/8" • 7/IB" • 1/2" • 916" • 5/8” • 
Toot Steel Adjusting Srrewm Tail Free 



Phone: 351-P45-G51 
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www* Man t o n P u s h ra d 5 , com 


1 601 Crane Street. Bldg C 1 Lake Elsinore. LA 9E530 



Billet i 

Intake 

Rocker 



Hem! 

Spark 

Plug 

Tube 



/ Billet 
/ Exhaust 
Rocker 



Stiffer At Stronger 
Superior Valvetrain 

Control 

Limited 

Deflection 



Corrected Geometry 
Superior Durability 



Oulck & Easy 
Service Between Run 



Rockerarm Assembly 



Tech: I Sale*: d//-Lie»b-U6L./ 







PHAfc. NEWS 



Pi?* I 




Garlits deniers who’d ridiculed last season’s controversial 176.40 loudly faulted L.A.-based Drag News 
for legitimizing reports of the 180-mph barrier crumbling at that same all-asphalt strip in Brooksville, 
Florida. Isky’s subsequent barrage of hero ads in Drag News and Hot Rod would fuel the fire all winter. 
Prodded behind the scenes by Ed Iskenderian, three western promoters combined to make Garlits an 
irresistible package deal for showdowns in California and Arizona. Don, his wife and brother departed 
Florida only after assurance that Mr. Isky was holding the full negotiated guarantee of either $4,500 or 
$5,000 (memories differ), in cash. (“Ed was the only Californian I knew well enough to trust,” Garlits 
later explained.) Tune in again next time for the rest of that story when we’ll focus on a revolutionary 
season that began with the biggest, best dragster meet of 1959— if not of all time. 
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WALLACE RACING 
IS ON THE CUTTING EDGE 
OFT/D TECHNOLOGY 





Text and Photos by Brian Losness 



T im Wallace Sr. and Jr. have been 
actively pounding the quarter- 
mile for years. Senior was a West 
Coast Pro Mod heavy hitter 
while Junior wheeled a Jr. Dragster. Win- 
ning came early when he captured the 
Firebird (Idaho not Arizona) track cham- 
pionship in 2001 at the age of nine. 

After a brief respite from competition, 
father and son returned big time in 2012. 
Junior was fitted for an American Race 
Cars 245-inch Top Dragster powered by a 
single-carb, 598-inch DRCE engine. 

Racing in hometown Boise, Idaho’s thin air 
(corrected altitude in the 5,000- to 
6,000-foot range) the power adder-free 
rail maxed out at a credible 7.24/184 mph. 
To be competitive in T/D competition 
though, more steam was required. 

After weighing performance options, 
Wallace Sr. elected to build a blower 
motor for the car. Instead of opting for a 
traditional Roots-type supercharger, he 
contacted Joe Hessling at Advanced 
Product Design (APD) who constructed a 
ProCharger Race Drive engine for the 
dragster. This is an innovation from 
ProCharger in Lenexa, Kansas. 

The ProCharger engine combination 
has proven itself worthy on the East Coast 
in the Top Dragster and sportsman wars, 
however, there has not been a great deal 
of movement towards this particular 
design out west. The Wallace Family 
Racing decided they would be on the tip 
of the spear when it comes to ProCharger 
engines on the left coast. 

The elder Wallace goes all out or not at 
all, so when ordering the engine, he went 
over the top in performance and 
aesthetics. The 540-incher is not huge by 
today’s standards, if it was naturally 
aspirated, but with the ProCharger Race 
Drive it’s plenty big. Aesthetics include the 
block, heads and intake and all of the 
external components including the 
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Tim Wallace Sr. loves on the gleaming, show-car-worthy 540-incher built by Advanced Product Design. 



transmission case are polished— yes- 
polished. You can shave using the cylinder 
block as a mirror, no lie. 

This is just not a shine and sit race car, 
it’s a legitimate Top Sportsman and Super 
Pro campaigner. Wallace’s dragster 
became the first Super Pro car to top 200 
mph at Idaho’s Firebird and routinely has 
elapse times in the 6.80 range. “We just 
have the small gear set in the drive unit 
right now to get a firm grip on the tune-up, 
but APD makes some much bigger sets 
that will spin the blower faster,” the elder 
Wallace told us. This will give Junior a 
much faster ride. 

The ProCharger is a unique setup, but 
has been around for some time. 
Nevertheless, with all concepts there is 
always innovation and development. 

The compressor resembles the 
compressor side of a turbocharger this 
hasn’t changed from the original setup; 
the change comes in the drive system. 
Rather than a belt drive, this compressor 
is driven by a modified dampener, which 
is mounted to the crankshaft. This 
rubberized dampener allows for a 
smoother progression of the airflow 




The American Race Cars 245-inch wheelbase racer provides an excellent T/D platform. Steady 6.80 
E.T.s at over 200 mph in the Idaho high altitude air make the case for its efficiency. 
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This is what separates the Wallace racer from 
the T/D herd: Instead of opting for a 
traditional Roots-type blower, the team went 
with a ProChanger centrifugal supercharger. 



from the blower into the engine as 
engine rpms increase. Moreover, the 
compressor setup is designed to 
eliminate the amount of heat transfer 
from the engine or exhaust to the 
compressor. This allows a much cooler 
and denser air charge to be forced into 
the engine. 

A set of quick-change gears on the back 
of the compressor, similar to those in a 
sprint car rearend, gives the tuner the ability 
to change the airflow through induction 
system. The taller the gear the more rpms 
are driven to the compressor; hence, more 
air into the engine, more air and more fuel, 
more power and quicker, faster runs. 

Fuel and compressed air are mixed in a 
blow-through carburetor. The Wallaces 
prefer to use alcohol, which acts as a 
cooling agent as well. Summertime 
temperatures in Idaho often climb well 
above 100°F, so this fuel’s cooling effect is 
a considerable asset. 

Tim Sr. has started to get a firm hold on 
the tune-up, keeping it in the 6.80 range 



at just over 200 mph. This has paid off 
with Junior making it to the final round of 
Super Pro at one of the four days of the 
Pepsi Nightfire Nationals this past August, 
along with being the number two qualifier 
in Top Dragster at the same event. In 
addition, Junior was in the hunt for the 
overall event title until Jack Beckman took 
him out in round one on Sunday. (Yes, 



that Jack Beckman.) The car was also 
voted Best Engineered at Firebird’s NPIRA 
Division Six event. 

The Wallaces are convinced that this 
combination is the way to go for Top 
Dragster racing. According to Wallace Sr., 
“It is designed to be much easier on parts 
and it is much easier to adjust than a 
Roots-type system.” DR 




TECH SHEET 

2012 American Race Cars 245-inch wheelbase 

Paint by Todd’s Extreme Paint 

Rearend: Mark Williams 9.5 sheet metal 

Rear Brakes: Mosier dual-caliper brakes 

Rear Shock: Penske 

Engine: 540-ci with ProCharger built by 
Joe Hessling at Advanced Product Design 

Fuel and Oil Lines: XRP hoses 

Headers: FabShop 

Transmission: Hughes Extreme Powerglide 
Shifter: B&M Pro Bandit 
Delay Box: Elite 500 
Ignition: MSD Digital 
Data Collection: Racepak 
Alternator: East Coast Alternator 
Gauges: Auto Meter 
Tires: Hoosier 

Rear Wheels: Weld deadlocks 
Safety: Simpson 
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(ITCHES TO WORK FOR YOU! 

V Whether you are looking to perfect your race combination or 

\\ optimize your build for the street, RAM Clutches can help, RAM 

engineers both systems for smooth engagement, optimum 
Mh \ driveability, overall weight/inertia, and most importantly, FUN 
ill to drivei \ nTV. 



RAMCLUTCHES.COM 803.788.60311 




MLV 1 UnI 

CUSTOM made 
Billet RODS. 






Designed in House 



TECH TIP 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PROPER 
ROD BOLT STRETCH 

The clamp force holding a rod together needs to 
be greater than the tension load pulling it apart. 
To obtain the correct amount of clamping force a 
fastener should actually be stretched a measured 
amount. This is done with a stretch gauge not a- 
torque wrench. 



Radial Serration Caps 

— Nli 



CNC Machined 



CONNECTING RODS 



333 West 48th Avenue 
Denver CO. 80216 
Phone: (303) 935-7565 

www.grpconrods.com 






'/ PISTONS 



PISTONS • COATINGS • PINS • RINGS 







Custom designs to fit your needs.Jast! 

Ph: 303.243.3340 f 

■ .*mai pistons 

333 West 48th Street • Denver, Colorado 80216 



THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF 



. . 1955 - 56-57 



CHEVROLET RESTORATION PAR 
MADE IN THE U.S.A. J 



m 



7^,^.OANCH UKUSA / V fJ(J 

t/pm 30V 0A/P/m$MAV£/A/7M£ WA'' 






THERE'S NO 



COMPARISON 
TO PARTS 



Matte in tte t/SA/ 



( 800)261 0296 
i DANCHUK.COM 



NOVEMBER 16TH - JANUARY 



1*355-57 OUTSIDE DOOR 
HANDLE ASSEMBLIES 
Marie In the USA. 

2-Door Hardtop & Ccnv., 4-Door 
Hardtop Roar Door 
„,.#794...$%.95 Safe 

$t>730/xi 

Sedan, Nomad, Wagor*, 4 Door 
Hardtop From Door 
....#791 A. $96.95 Safe 



1955 TAlLLlGHT Efe*- 
HOUSING ASSEMBLY 
Mad? In the USA. 

1955 Complete Asseniblyvftz^? 
•...#15512... $229.95 

$206.95/pr. 



HOOD BIRDS 
Made In the USA- 

1955 with Casket 

..-.#472 ...$159.95 Sate, 
*M3.95fea. 

1956 with Gasket 

....#484 ...$159.95 Sate 
$143.95/ea. 

MMSM&t . . 



* # 

1956 TAlLLlGHT nsr~ 
HOUSING ASSEMBLY 
Made In the USA. 

1956 Complete Assembly,?#^ 
....#1045 .$479.95 $43L95/set 

1957 TAlLLlGHT 
HOUSING ASSEMBLY 
Made In the USA. 

1957 Complete Assembly<£a& 
..,.#965 ...$379.95 $339.95/set 



HOOD ROCKETS 
Marie In the USA.. 

1957 Complete Assembly*®® 
...,#467 ...$269.95 $242 95/ set 



AUGUST 1241 
BOWLING GREEN, KY 
THETR1F1VENATI0NALS.COM 

FOR SHOW INFO i 



You GEE 



’ 3201 S. STANDARD AVENUE, SANTA ANA, CA 92705 

\ PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME. 



DOUBLE DOWN & SAVE BIG 




It doesn't get better than this. Get 2 Great Magazines at 1 Great Price. Combine 1 Yr subscription to 
Drag Racer along with 1 Yr subscription to Street Trucks and save 69% off the cover price 

DON'T LET THIS OFFER EXPIRE. ACT NOW! 



s FACTORY FL V , 



Richard 






tOPOCAWAROS: 



mam 






Fill out the order form below and mail it with your payment information to 

^ Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883 



sign me up for a subscription to Drag Racer and Street Trucks for $32.95 only 

Thai is a total of IS issues for a total savings of $74,87 off the cover price 

Method of Payment Check enclosed Credil Card |~^ Money Order BUt me later 
Payment through credit card Visa MC AMEX Discover Name on credil card 

Credit card number I I _ Jf I T 1 I I 1 \ I 1 1 Expiration dale / / 

Subscriber name 

Address 

Slate 

Phone 
Email 

Signature Date / L 





Alternatively, log on to www.engagedmediamags.com/combo_stdr and use Promo code A853G3H1 
or call owr toll free no 800*764-6278 to order your subscription. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of first issue 
Outside US, add $44 per year for postage. Pay in US funds only. 







Browell is the first 
choice of both profes- 
sional and sportsman 
racers worldwide. 



^B LIGHTER & STRONGER! Up to 5 lbs. lighter 
and priced less than titanium competitors. 

■■ Browell stocks a large selection of 
bellhousing tools and accessories. 

^B Browell customers have more than one 
hundred combined national event wins. 



Aoive 



countless national records and over a WWW. browellbellhousing.com 

dozen world championships! bbroweH@browellbetlhousing.com B Fax 765-4477280 



NOSTALGIA RACING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE POND 




run-what-you-brung session that extended from midday to 
early evening. It was gratifying to see numerous teams getting 
into the spirit of the occasion by having backup ladies dressed 
in period fashion, their sartorial style extending to 
complementary coiffure and cosmetic treatments. 

Noteworthy among the first-time-out entries was a pair of 
slingshot dragsters constructed by Webster Race Engineering, 
whose premises are conveniently located adjacent to the Pod’s 
main entrance gates. Proprietor Jon Webster was commissioned 
to build one for a customer and, with the former Top Fuel pilot 
himself having a desire to get behind the butterfly tiller of a front- 
engine rail, decided to simultaneously construct a duplicate for 
his own enjoyment. The trick twosome was initially planned to 
make their maiden check-out passes side by side on Saturday, 
but this plan went awry when the constructor’s 509-ci big-block 
Chevy-motivated rail (named Hephaestus, the Greek god of fire 



and metalworking) wheelied away from the line when the loud 
pedal was stabbed in earnest for the first time, then pivoted up 
on one wheel before crashing down and making its way across 
track with the hapless driver being concussed through the 
impact of the dragster returning to terra firma. Damage was 
thankfully minimal as the errant entry brushed both guard walls 
before spluttering to a halt at the top end, back in the lane in 
which it started. The small wheel affixed to the lower extremity 
of the chassis has subsequently been replaced by a more 
conventional wheelie bar extending well to the rear of the 
chrome-moly frame. 

Other debuts included the long awaited Ford Capri Mk 1 
Nostalgia Funny Car commissioned by Bob Glassup, a name 
that may be familiar to readers who attended the 2007 
California Hot Rod Reunion, where he was paired to run his Fiat 
Topolino-bodied BB/FA alongside the Mike Boyd-driven Winged 
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A novel pairing: Wayne Allman’s seven-second Mental Breakdown featuring a Top Alcohol Dragster- 
type chassis, blown methanol engine and a much-modified VW Type 2 body, faces off against a 
Swiss Ford Model A. 



Express AA/FA, making for a memorable 
excursion for the self-financed racer from 
this sceptered isle. A couple of check-out 
launches to provide clutch data proved 
promising for the owner/driver of 
Bubblegum in what was his first 
experience in a blown fuel car. Speaking of 
fuel, there was a booked performance 
mismatch between two of Europe’s high 
profile floppers: Holland’s Rockin’ Ramon 
van der Weurf’s Wild’r at Heart 71 Dodge 
Charger-cloaked, methanol-guzzling entry 
and the best-looking AA/FC on this side of 
the Pond, the Garlick & Antoniou Apache 
’77 Firebird. The beautifully detailed, NHRA 
Heritage series-legal NFC recorded its best 
numbers to date, 6.13/224, with a 
conservative 80% nitro mix. Ramon’s 
steed was running a tad off pace, but even 
though it was never going to top Apache’s 
E.T.s and Top Speed, the popular 
twosome’s runs received much applause 
from spectators. 

A slew of Outlaw Anglias, Gasser Circus 
entrants, Supercharged Outlaws, Super 
Stockers, the Wild Bunch (celebrating their 
20 th anniversary season), Outlaw Street 
and Outlaw Flat Four each added to the 
speed bonanza when vying for the 
showmanship trophies, as did the bumper 
turnout of participants in the second 
annual Willys Wars. The latter category 
was well supported by devotees of the 
marque, with the only thing to be gained 
being bragging rights and the satisfaction 
of putting on a worthy battle. With a six- 
second Pro Mod contender on the entry 
list, there was little in the way of top dog 
boasting remaining for any other 
contender in the kudos crusade. 

A highlight of day two had to be a 
couple of slingshot drivers volunteering to 
perform fire burnouts behind the start line. 

A further point of note had to be a 
matchup between a pair of bike riders 
from yesteryear, John Hobbs and ex-pat 
limey Jonny Munn, who flew over from his 
current home in Australia to be reunited 
with Hobbs’ Hobbit, which he campaigned 
in 1981-82. The National Sprint 
Association arranged for a selection of 
old-time race bikes to make 
demonstration passes, a high spot being 
the Hobbs versus Munn race on Saturday. 
John was astride his 500cc Cyclops, whilst 
Jonny was reunited with the 1,700a: blown 
double, Weslake, following a more than 
three-decade absence. Although the 
smaller-engined machine was away first 
with a fine holeshot, it wasn’t long before 
his opponent quickly made up the arrears 



and shot past before the finish-line stripe, 
carding 9.24/142 over the losing 10.66/125. 
Methamon, the supercharged Vincent 
V-twin motorbike and sidecar outfit upon 
which “TV” Tommy Ivo took a well- 
chronicled passenger ride during the 1964 
Drag Fests, was present to add its own 
note of haulin’ from times gone by, and 
although not the quickest of the demo 
delights, it nonetheless brought back fond 
memories for longstanding members of 
the quarter-mile fraternity. 

It was unfortunate that following two 
fine days of action, Sunday’s proceedings 
were brought to a premature end by a 
downpour that had everyone scurrying for 
shelter; the event was called by the race 
director due to the large volume of water 
on the track. Some things never change, 
and the fickle British weather is 
unfortunately one of them! 

Still, with the certainty of Nostalgia 
Funny Car becoming a proper eliminator 



and being a prime attraction— thanks to 
there being eight cars that should be 
race ready in 2016— fans are already 
looking forward to Dragstalgia VI. 
Although the event may seem small 
potatoes when compared to the 
unsurpassed California Hot Rod 
Reunion, it’s fair to say there’ll likely be 
more than a modicum of Famoso flavor 
at the racetrack located on the 
Bedfordshire/Northamptonshire border 
and which, interestingly, was formerly 
part of an RAF wartime base that 
became the home of the U.S. 8 th Army 
Air Force 92 nd Bombardment Group. 

In the cause of furthering closer ties 
between aficionados of the nostalgia 
scene on either side of the Atlantic, I can 
only hope that Anglo-American 
competition will continue to be well 
received through further transatlantic 
collaboration in the years ahead. Bring 
it on. M 





Tony Betts debuted his alcohol-guzzling, seven-second ’34 three-window coupe. 
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McLeod Racing products meet my expectations 
to ensure that they'll exceed Yours!" 

- Paul Lee ; 

Top Fuel Funny Car Driver 8 
Owner of McLeod Racing 





• Hold Up 1000 HP 

• Excellent Pedal Feel 

• Smooth Engagement 

• Lower Cost Than Most Other Twins 



/ 



• Holds Up To 1200 HP 

• Street Friendly 

• Performance Flywheel 
Included 



Street Pro / 
Super Street 




% 9 



Pro 



Hydraulic Conversion Kits 



» Hold Up To S00 HP 

• SSP Has Dual Faced Disc For 
Added Holding Power 

• SP Has Organic Disc For Super 
Smooth Engagement 

• Complete With Pressure Plate 
& Disc 




• Convert From Mechanical Linkage 
To Hydraulics 

* Dependable High Quality Components 

* Easy To Route Around Headers 

• Improved Pedal Feel 



McLeod Racing's 40 Years of Clutch Development and Innovation 
has led to More High Performance street & Racing Clutch 
Components than any other Clutch Company in History! 

For the Best in Clutch Components ... 

Colt or visit our website Today! 





Clutches flywheels Discs Components 
714.630.2764 
www.mdeodracirtg.com 




DOUG AND CARRIE REED’S INSANE B.OOO-HP 
PROCHARGED OUTLAW EL CAMINO 



Text and Photos by Jason Sands 
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I t’s not often that the words “street” and “Outlaw 10.5” go together, but such is the 
case with Doug Reed’s wild street and strip stormer. One of the nicest drag vehicles we’ve 
ever seen, the low ’66 combines supercharged big-block power, a dedicated race car 
chassis, and most impressive of all, a passenger’s seat. 



What separates Doug’s Chevy from most 
Outlaw cars is that the El Camino is real steel, 
save for a set of VFN bumpers and 6-inch cowl 
hood. While the outside says street car, a six- 
second-certified chassis says race car. Built by 
Bunker Motorsports, the double-frame-rail, 
chrome-moly chassis was designed for 
optimal launches and resisting the twist of the 
mega-horsepower engine. The suspension 
and steering are also race car hardware. Up 
front, Strange supplied both the rack-and- 
pinion and the struts, while Wilwood brakes 
help stop the car. The rear 4-link suspension 
was also built by Bunker, and features a Fab 9 
Chris Alston Chassisworks rearend, shocks and 
Wilwood brakes. 



Where things get really exciting is under the 
hood, with an all-aluminum 480-ci Donovan 
producing an estimated 3,000 hp. The high- 
winding 8,500-rpm engine was built 
specifically for traction on a small tire and 
uses a mammoth 139mm ProCharger at 
more than 35 psi of boost to make its power. 
The engine was built by Jeff Simpson Racing 
engines and machined by Rex Hutchinson 
using nothing but the best, with a Bryant 
crank, GRP aluminum rods and custom Ross 
Racing pistons. The cylinder heads are a pair 
of high-flowing 18-degree Dart Big Chief 
heads with 2.40-inch intake valves, 1.90-inch 
exhaust valves, T&D rockers and Jesel lifters. 
A solid roller camshaft of an undisclosed 



This engine bay is one of the 
cleanest we’ve ever seen on a race 
car. Producing an estimated 3,000 
hp, the 480-ci Donovan runs on 
M5 methanol and is force-fed a 
whopping 35 psi of boost from a 
139mm ProCharger. 




k 




specification from COMP Cams motivates 
the vaivetrain. 

While Doug’s engine would be pretty 
stout on motor alone, a whole lot of 
boost in the form of a gear-driven 
139mm F3R ProCharger pushes the 
power plant into the ridiculous zone. 
Making more than 35 psi of boost, the 
blower works in conjunction with a 
123mm Wilson throttle body, Hogan 
sheet metal intake and 16 Moran 500-lb- 
hr injectors that spray M5 methanol into 
the engine to cool the blower’s intake 
charge. Exhaust is sent out through a set 
of 2.5-inch headers with 5-inch collectors 
and into a Spintech 5-inch oval exhaust. 
A 44 amp Pro Mag and M5D power grid 
light everything off, while a Big Stuff 3 
system manages the whole engine. 

While Doug’s engine is an extremely 
impressive combination, the transmission 
still has the mammoth task of getting all 
of that power to the track. For shifting 
gears, Doug went old school, relying on a 
three-speed big-shaft Lenco. Instead of a 
clutch, a Bruno drive featuring a traditional 
torque converter was selected to handle 
the load. Doug credits Spec-Rite 
converters for building an awesomely 
strong 4,500-rpm converter that handles 
the strain of the blower motor. 

In early testing, Doug has clicked off high 
fours in the eighth-mile at more than 150 
mph, which is incredible for a 3,400- 
pound street car that’s about 800 pounds 
over the Outlaw 10.5 minimum weight. To 
top it off, the Chevy gets plenty of miles on 
the roads of Northern California. With a 
wild chassis, all-steel body and high- 
winding ProCharged Donovan, Doug and 
Carrie’s Silver Bullet is quite a ride, whether 
it’s cruising the boulevard or blasting down 
the race track. M 




When the throttle is chopped, twin ProCharger blow-off valves send excess boost into the atmosphere. 
The engine runs on methanol, so no intercooler is needed, and a simple 3.5-inch discharge tube 
connects the blower to the intake. 




The crown jewel sitting atop the Donovan is the Hogan sheet metal intake incorporating Hogan fuel 
rails and 16 injectors (two per cylinder). Methanol runs a very rich air-fuel ratio compared to a gas 
engine, so huge Moran Racing Engines billet 500-lb-hr injectors are employed to match the airflow 
from the blower. The entire fuel system is fed with a Waterman Racing fuel pump. 




■ ’ 



The full tube chassis creates the unique long and low look. Barely visible rear tires are 33xl0.5W Mickey Thompsons mounted on 16xl6-inch Weld Racing 
V series wheels. Twin Stroud chutes also double as a handy dandy license plate holder. 
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STUART HENRY BRINGS 
AN AUSSIE ATTITUDE TO 
THE U.S. RADIAL WARS 



Text and Photos by 

Michael Galimi 

T he land down under, Australia, is known 
for many things, like driving on the wrong 
side of the road, kangaroos and koala 
bears. There may be a multitude of dif- 
ferences between “us and them,” but the Aussies 
do share the American passion for drag racing. 
Enter Stuart Henry, a native of Toowoomba, a town 
in Queensland, Australia, who likes to go real fast 
on U.S. soil in his 71 Ford Capri, complete with right- 
side driver’s position. The 36-year-old has been liv- 
ing the drag racing version of the Endless Summer 
since he shipped his car here for an adventure hit- 
ting the biggest drag radial events of the 2015 
race season. 

Henry has been submerged in Aussie drag 
racing since he could drive a car. Instead of the 
normal bracket racing, it was the Pro Street scene 
that caught his attention when he kept going 
quicker and quicker in Mod Street with his 
nitrous-powered Capri. “We have a Pro Street 
racing scene, which is pretty strong,” Stuart told us 
when we asked him if there is a similar 
radial/small-tire scene in Australia. The short- 
wheelbase car holds its own at home by knocking 
off 7.20s at 197 mph thanks to a stroked big-block 
Chevy engine supplied by Sunset Performance of 
Sherman, Texas. 

According to Henry, the Australian Pro Street 
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The vehicle may hail from down under, but the power is All-American. Texas’ Sunset 
Performance whipped up the 615-ci big-block featuring all of the good stuff, including Brodix, Holley, 
Edelbrockand Neil Performance. 




A race-inspired leaf-spring suspension solidly plants the Mickey Thompson ET Street Radial Pro 
275/60-15 radial tires. 



world is well-versed in the happenings on 
the American drag scene thanks to the 
internet, social media and live feed video 
at most events. A chance encounter with 
Mark Menscer during an Australian Pro 
Stock race changed Henry’s life forever. 
Menscer gained the nickname “Shock 
Nerd” for his talents in custom valving and 
tuning racing shocks. When he and Henry 
began talking drag radial racing the idea of 
Henry making the trip halfway around the 
world was spawned. Henry was a fan of 
radial action, so he only needed a little 
coaxing to make the trip to see it firsthand. 

Henry’s first trip to the U.S. was to hang 
out during the 2014 running of No Mercy, 
the biggest radial race in the world, held 
annually at South Georgia Motorsports 
Park. As planned, he met with Kevin Neil of 
Neil Performance Innovations as they 
worked together on tuning the Capri via 
email and Facebook private messages. 



The two hit it off and Henry jumped right 
in, helping Neil compete at No Mercy with 
his Fox-body Mustang. “It didn’t take 
much, but Menscer and Kevin Neal were 
the two biggest instigators in convincing 
me to send the car over,” he explained 
about how he went from foreign fan to 
international drag racer. 

In January 2015, the car made its 
journey to the Port of Los Angeles, 
unfortunately a union strike put a delay 
on Henry’s fun. “I had bought a truck and 
trailer over here so I could bring the car 
across the country to race. I was 
supposed to be racing at the Duck’s race 
[ed. note: Lights Out at South Georgia 
Motorsports Park], but the car was stuck 
in the port. That was probably the most 
stressful part; wondering when and 
where the car was going to arrive,” he 
explained. Once it was released, he 
loaded up the trailer and hit the road for 



a cross-country trip, taking the scenic 
route so he and his traveling companions 
could enjoy the trip across America. The 
Eisenhower Interstate Highway system 
brought them to Memphis, but it wasn’t 
to see Graceland. He had his Capri, plenty 
of VP Racing Fuels C23 fuel jugs and 10 
Nitrous Outlet nitrous bottles ready for 
action for his U.S. debut in March 2015 at 
the Outlaw Street Car Reunion at 
Memphis International Raceway. 

For those wondering about the name of 
the vehicle, it’s a Capri that was produced 
by Ford as a European pony car instead of 
exporting the Mustang brand there in the 
late ’60s. Ford then began shipping the 
Capri to Australia in 1969 and there were 
several models produced through 1986. In 
America, the Capri fell under the Lincoln- 
Mercury nameplate. Henry’s Capri is far 
from stock— it has a race-inspired leaf- 
spring suspension that helps plant the 
Mickey Thompson ET Street Radial Pro 
275/60-15 radial tires and a SFI 25.5 spec 
cage has been installed in the cockpit. A 
Sunset-built 615-ci big-block Chevy was 
shoehorned into the engine bay. It features 
a pair of Brodix SR20 heads, a huge 
camshaft, Holley Dominator carb 
(modified by APD) with an Edelbrock 
intake manifold and a Neil Performance 
Innovation single-stage nitrous kit with 
parts from Nitrous Outlet. 

The 615-ci displacement pushes him 
into the Outlaw 275 class instead of X275, 
and the Aussie knocked off 4.60 
performances, hardly class-killing 
numbers, but Henry was living a dream 
that very few have had a chance to do. He 
was racing an oddball Capri with the 
driver’s seat on the opposite side of the 
vehicle in one of the biggest Outlaw radial 
races in the world. That was the first of 
many races for 2015. Henry went home 
and returned in the summer for a stay 
lasting several months as he hit the NMCA 
Finals, Shakedown at the Summit in 
Norwalk, No Mercy at South Georgia 
Motorsports Park, Fall Brawl at Holly 
Springs and Radial Fest at Huntsville. 

“If I didn’t have really good friends on 
this side, it wouldn’t be possible,” 
explained Henry as he described the 
logistics of shipping his car by water and 
flying 20 hours to California. He concluded, 
“I don’t know what I am going to do: sell 
the car, keep it here or send it back, but 
being here has been so cool and it was the 
people who made it worth it. The racing is 
great, but it is the drag radial family that 
we have going that is really awesome.” OR 
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PLAY 
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Take control of three new engine platforms with 
Holley EFI plug and play kits. Tired of jumping 
through hoops and having to play tricks with the 
factory ECU? Welcome to the better way. Is your 
cam too wild for a MAF? No problem. Power adders? 
Bring 'em on. We've got integral nitrous and boost 
control. Ready to rock and roll with the awesome 
new Coyote or Gen III HEMI? We've got what you 
need with plug and play kits. It has never been 
easier to make your Ford or Mopar do exactly what 
you want. 



Ford Modular 7999-2004 4.6L and SAL 2 
and 4 valve engines 

Ford Coyote S.OL (Locked VVT) 2011 to Present 
Oen III HEMI 



The Holley EFI Digital Dash is completely customizable 
with a variety of gauge and indicator screens that can be 
programmed to display any parameter you need. The dash 
also offers a virtual switch panel, user defined alarms, 
configurable shift lights and can control on screen play- 
back of your EFI data logs. 

• Designed for the needs of Drag Racing, Road Racing, Street, 

Drift, Marine, Off Road and more 

• Weather-proof aluminum housing engineered to withstand harsh 
racing environments 

• 7" Low Glare, High Brightness, High Contrast, Full Color 
Touch Screen, 800x480 resolution & Auto Brightness 

• Plug and Play connection with all Holley EFI systems via CAN bus 

• Completely customizable display of all EFI parameters including 
every user configurable input and output available. 

• Quickly toggle between multiple active screens 
(tune, warm-up, race, drive, etc.) 

• Virtual Switch Panel (replaces the need for physical switches) 

• Configurable progressive shift lights and light bar 

• Optional harness available to add physical inputs and outputs to 
the dash that can be used to perform multiple operations. 



553-106 



www.holley.com | 2"70-"7B1 -9"741 

All trademarks listed are property of their respective owners. 

Legal for use on Uncontrolled (Non-emissions Controlled] vehicles or racing vehicles. 








JERRY JAMES EXHUMES THE MEMORY 

OF A CLASSIC WEST COAST GASSER 



mm 






Text and Photos by Rod Short 

W hen Randy Travis recorded “Diggin’ up Bones” years 
ago, his tune of a long lost love resonated with many 
listeners. In the case of Jerry James, however, that 
reconstructed memory took the shape of this recon- 
structed altered wheelbase tri-five Chevy. 

Ron Rinauro’s California-based ’55 Chevy can be found in the 
yellowed, dog-eared pages of a well-known magazine from 1966. 
Aptly named Blown Hell, Jerry remembers seeing this altered 
wheelbase shoebox Chevy at Fremont many years ago. Back then, 
the car ran a 292 small-block with a GMC 6-71 blower with Hilborn 
injection and a Vertex magneto on 10% nitro. Using a TorqueFlite 
transmission, the best numbers for Rinauro’s combination was a 
9.73 at 146 mph. 

Jerry went on to grow up and serve in Vietnam aboard the USS 
Ranger, but he never quite shook the memory of seeing that car. 
After mustering out of the Navy in 1970, he went on to refine his 
mechanical skills racing stock cars and hydroplanes before an 
opportunity presented itself for him to recreate that old Chevy 
gasser he remembered so fondly. 

To hasten weight transfer off the line, altering a vehicle’s stock 
wheelbase was done early on in drag racing, yet is best 
remembered from the factory Super Stock wars of the mid-’60s. 
Factory-backed Dodge and Plymouth altered wheelbase (AWB) 
cars became widely known first and were quickly followed by Ford 
and Mercury as the tales of their door-to-door battles filled the 
imaginations of baby boomers. AWB Chevrolets were seldom 
seen because of the factory ban on racing, although a number of 
independents, including “Jungle Jim” Liberman, ran such cars 
with success. 

“I came across the car at a friend’s shop in 2008,” Jerry 
remembers. “It was pretty ragged. It had been run as a Gasser in a 
previous life and the body was just sitting on a different frame. It 
wasn’t even bolted on. It had a fiberglass nose, but it needed 
replacing and it needed new quarters. It had no doors, glass or 
interior, and the floors were all rotted. Really, turning it into a race 
car was the only thing to do.” 
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The rearend was pushed forward by almost 2 feet, giving Blown Hell a very unique stance. The 3,000- 
plus-pound beast covers the quarter in the low nines at over 140 mph. 




A period-correct Hilborn bug catcher injector sits perfectly atop the Mooneyham 8-71 blown, and alky- 
guzzling 427 Merlin big-block featuring Brodix heads have been added. Lettering on the front fender 
credits Ted Gotelli as engine builder, a nod to fabled “Terrible Ted” Gotelli, who ran a series of torrid 
AA/F dragsters out of his Northern California speed shop in the ’60s. 




The cleanly crafted interior features a basically unmolested 1955 dash and sports a classic Sun tach 
clamped to the steering column. 



Jerry built the chassis himself using an 
S&W Race Cars mild steel back-half kit, 
tying into the original frame. The rear axle, 
which was moved up 20 inches, makes 
use of a Dana 60 differential with Strange 
spool/axles, Richmond 4.56:1 gears and 
Wilwood brakes. 

The front suspension features a semi- 
elliptical straight axle kit with Chevy 
spindles and disc brakes. Afco coil-over 
shocks are on both the front and rear. 
American Racing rims on the front lead 
the charge, while a set of Welds shod with 
14x31 Goodyear slicks launch the car off 
the line. 

Inside the engine bay resides a 427 
engine combination based off of a stock 
deck height Merlin block. The bottom end 
consists of an Eagle crank with Scat 
H-beam rods and Keith Black 11.6:1 forged 
pistons. An 8-quart Ed Hamburger pan 
with Valvoline 50-weight racing oil covers 
the bottom. Out-of-the-box Brodix BB-2 X 
aluminum heads, a Blower Drive Service 
intake, Mooneyham 8-71 blower and a 
Hilborn injection setup makes up the eye- 
catching induction system. Jones runs 
methanol that is fed by an Enderle 110 
pump from an 8-gallon tank. One visible 
departure from photos of the original car 
are the zoomie headers that were 
fabricated from a Smiley’s Custom 
Headers kit. 

Behind the engine is a Ted Mazzotta- 
built Powerglide using an ATI 5,000 stall 
converter. With launching the car off the 
line at 2,000 rpm, James has run a best 
time of 9.17 seconds at 141 mph weighing 
in at 3,300 pounds. 

“A lot of people like to look, ask 
questions and take pictures of the car,” 
Jerry said about being at the track. “My 
friends were all for it, and I tried to build it 
as close to original as I could, but some 
of them didn’t understand why I was 
altering the wheelbase. None of them 
had ever seen anything like it, which is 
one of the reasons why I built the car in 
the first place.” 

“Nostalgia drag racing is popular right 
now, but you don’t see many young 
people driving nostalgia cars— it’s mainly 
white-haired guys,” he continued. “It has 
me worried about its future.” 

Of course, any history buff will tell you 
that digging up bones sometimes is 
exactly what’s needed to keep history 
alive. With the work we’ve seen that 
Jerry James put into this vintage racer 
that future might just shine a little 
bit brighter! DR 
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NEW SERIES 

CARBON FIBER DRIVESHAFTS 



QA1 now offers 3,7" diameter driveshafts for vehicles producing up to 2000 HP with a max torque 
of 1500 lb*ft These driveshafts are lighter, stiffer and stronger than aluminum, steel and other 
carbon fiber driveshafts, all while providing dramatic safety benefits. Designed and 




Lighter, stiffer. stronger and safer 
than aluminum and steel driveshafts 



Torsion tested lor optimal 
strength and stiffness 



Thoroughly engineered surface 
protection to withstand 
extreme environments 



High-quality slip yokes in standard 
or hardened/nitrided for vehicles 
with rollerized transmissions 



Featuring 1350 U-joints that are 
high-strength alloy providing 
durability and high torque 
capacity for maximum strength 



3M™ Matrix Resin provides improved abrasion resistance 
and longevity, higher compressive strength and minimal 
water absorption for increased torque capacity 



Precision balance tolerance ensures a vibratton-free 
shaft, which also extends universal joint life 



A modal analysis is performed for each driveshaft 
design to ensure quiet and smooth operation 



manufactured to provide superior strength and stiffness in Lakeville, Minnesota, 
all QAI REV™ Series Driveshafts are custom made to order. 



Wound with 3M™ Matrix Resin in Lakeville, MM 



f /QAI motosports M ©QAI motosports ^ + /+QA1 Net 0 /QAI tech 800.721.7761 www.QA1.net 



QAi utilizes forged yokes that are precision 
CMC machined and are specially developed 
for QAi ’s 1 1 -step bonding procedure 




Morgan Lucas (near lane), running a partial T/F schedule this season, qualified sixth, defeating Leah 
Pritchett in a nail-biter. Lucas team member Richie Crampton, in a wild peddle-fest, took out Brittany 
Force. The final saw Dave Connolly boil the hides, giving Lucas his second Indy win. 



DRAG RACER 60 JANUARY.2016 







INDY TURNS 61 AND SHOWS NO SIGNS OF AGING 
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Jack Beckman (near lane) continues to set 
a nitro F/C torrid pace: #1 qualifier and 
Traxxas Shootout winner. On Labor Day he dispatched 

Bob Bode, Ron Capps and Del Worsham. In the final, a battle of #1 and #2 qualifiers, Beckman left first against Robert Hight and held 
on for a holeshot win 4.058 to 4.045. This race was a replay of Sunday’s Traxxas T/F Nitro Shootout, where Beckman defeated Hight. 
Crew chief Jimmy Prock also swept Indy’s dual races with Gary Densham in 2004. 



/Energy Services 




his year’s U.S. Nationals had it all- 
drama, intrigue, heartbreak— and, 



oh yes, heart-pounding, side-by-side, 
gloves-off racing. A Hollywood scriptwriter 
couldn’t have concocted a better tale. 
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Erica Enders (near lane), Pro Stock’s reigning queen, 
relied upon quick reflexes to nab her first Indy Wally. 
She defeated V. Gaines, then hole-shotted Larry 
Morgan, Greg Anderson, and in the final, Elite 
teammate Drew Skillman (6.661 to 6.606). 



Third time was a charm 
for P/S biker Jerry 
Savoie (near lane). He 
defeated Chaz Kennedy, 
Steve Johnson, Hector 
Arana Jr., and in the 
final #1 qualifier Chip 
Ellis red lit, giving 
Savoie his first U.S. 
Nats win after two RUs. 




Joey Severance (near lane) stumbled during 
TAD qualifying, but come elims, he was on his 
game. He defeated Jared Dreher, Marty 
Thacker and Jeff Veale. In the final, Cameron 
Ferre blew the tires off, giving Severance his 
first Indy Wally. 
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CONVERTERS * TRANSMISSIONS • COMPONENTS 

Looking for that next level performance and torque converter technology for your small tire heads 
up drag car? Hughes Performance offers cutting edge technology, unparalleled quality, and 
unbeatable service to help you achieve record setting championship performance. 

RUN THE BEST OR GET BEAT BY THE BEST... ITS THAT SIMPLE! 




HEVMVMJNG 

7.44 EX 198 MPH, 275 RadialTire Record 
Holder, F2 Procharger World Record Holder 



JEFF YOUNG 

7.50 ET, 191 MPH, 

275 RadialTire 



MARK WASHINGTON 



JASON KENZEVICII 

Picked up 4 MPH in the 1/8 on 26 x 8.5's 
by Switching to a HUGHES CONVERTER! 



5.18 ET, 151 MPH 
1/8 Mile 26 x 8.5 Record Holder 
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PRESSURIZED SOLUTIONS 

Picked up 8 MPH and 0.2 second in the 1/8 
by switching to XP5 and lock-up converter! 



ERIC GUSTAFSON 

5.27 ET, 136 MPH, 

West Coast 26 x 8.5 champion 



Picked Up 3 MPH and 0.15 ET to the 1/8 
by Switching to a HUGHES CONVERTER! 



7.65 ET, 185 MPH 
275 RadialTire 



8.969 ET, 159.40 MPH on REAL 255/60-15 
Street RadialTires, no Drag Radials! ! ! 



8.15 ET, 170 MPH 
275 RadialTire 
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ARIAS has 
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the Hardware 
to complete 
your assembly 



ARIAS 



SINCE 1363 

(310) 532-9737 

13420 S. Normandie Ave. 
Gardena, CA 90249 

ariaspistons.com 
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Super Stock witnessed a David vs. Goliath final round 
confrontation. SS heavyweight Jimmy DeFrank with a trunk 
full of Wallys faced off against Jeff Roell (near lane) in his 
first ever final round appearance. Much to everyone’s 
surprise, Roell nailed the tree, snatching the Wally. 



In the Stock Elim final, Tom 
Rambo was a bit tardy and 
Kyle Ratcliff (far lane) held 
to his number, taking his 
second national event win. 
We’re thinking this Indy win 
overshadows his first Wally. 



The Traxxas T/F Nitro Shootout was won by Antron Brown 
(near lane) who defeated J. R. Todd, Richie Crampton and in 
the final, Doug Kalitta. FYI: “The Sarge” lost in the first round 
to Clay Millican. His Indy experience continued to suck on 
Monday as he once again lost in the first round. 
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JACK BECKMAN 



NHRA National Record holder ii 
Funny Car (3.897) and current 201 5 Mello Yello points leader. 



* ,mr n — **** ' ARP Helps Racers Build Record-Setting 

^ Sto'j*; «cf="" r,BP Power With Points-Leading Reliability! 

Obtaining maximum power out of a given 

em/ .. El ,.. nr engine combination means pushing it to the limit. 

ERICA ENDERS - NHRA National Record holder in Pro 

Stock (215-55 mph) and current 201 5 Mello Yello points leader. That's why drag racing's top tuners rely on ARP head 

studs to help them achieve optimum combustion 
pressure with a rock-solid seal. These forces, of 
course, mandate a bottom end that can take it. So 
ivUUlll li they a ' so em Pl°y ARP r °d bolts and main studs. 

' Whether you're racing a Stock Eliminator car or a 

'\\\| nitroflopper,the goals are similar. And you can bet that 

ARP has what you need for your particular application. 

1 1 ; All fasteners are manufactured in-house 

\ at ARP's ISO 9001:2008 and AS9100 registered 

iVy/ Southern California facilities. Check out ARP's new 

Itryi 2016 catalog — download it online or request a 
^ free printed copy. 



ARP is an NHRA Major Sponsor and 
posts contingency awards for use of 
head studs or bolts in all Sportsman 
categories at all National events. 



800 - 826-3045 

www.ARP-bolts.com 




Get your torque wrench tested 
FREE at all NHRA National events. 

A drawing for $300 in product for 
Sportsman racers held at each event. 







DIMINUTIVE PROTRACTOR VERIFIES 
CYLINDER CROSSHATCH HONING ANGLES 



I t’s probable that Total Seal’s Keith Jones exhibited an aptitude 
for engineering at an early age. Given a knack for simplifying the 
concept of cylinder sealing, his latest business card is wondrously 
effective. Representing a flexible, transparent plastic protrac- 
tor, it confirms cylinder crosshatch honing angles in moments. 

Of course there are formulas to check crosshatch angles, but 
often the simplest method is a protractor. “Just peel the 
translucent backing off the card to aid visibility,” Jones says, “and 
press the card into the curvature of the cylinder wall, aligning its 
top edge with the deck surface.” To determine the included angle 
of the crosshatch honing, simply double the angle displayed on 
the card. If it reads 22 degrees, the true included angle becomes 
44. Used on both small-block Chevrolet and Ford engines, the 45- 
degree honing angle is the most common. 

Yet some engines, like flat-sixes or flat-fours (Subaru) and 
particularly those with long strokes, operate better with a more 
vertical crosshatch angle, 60 degrees. This promotes oil 
movement all the way up to the top of the bore. These engines 
trade a little more blow-by for increased oiling to the top of the 
cylinder, which results in less wear. 

As the crosshatch angle becomes more vertical it increases the 
movement of oil up and down the cylinder wall. Though it returns 
oil more rapidly to the sump, it also facilitates blow-by. 

Most honing troubles are caused by angles that are too flat. By 
contrast, as the crosshatch angle becomes flatter, blow-by is 
reduced as the oil tends to move left and right rather than up and 
down and into the sump. “However, crosshatch angles that are too 



SOURCE 

TOTAL SEAL, INC. 

Phoenix, AZ 
800.874.2753 (orders) 
623.587.7400 (technical) 
TOTALSEAL.COM 

Total Seal’s very clever Keith Jones 




flat,” advises Jones, “can cause numerous oil control problems, 
including smoking at idle, where the intake vacuum is high, or 
when cruising at part throttle or under engine deceleration.” 

How so? As the crosshatch angle becomes flatter it is more 
difficult for the rings to return the oil to the sump. This condition 
leaves more oil remaining on the cylinder wall, and the increased 
intake tract vacuum captures the excess oil, contaminates the 
combustion charge, and emits it as smoke. 

Crosshatch angles are determined by how fast the honing head 

rotates and how quickly it 
cycles up and down. 
Combining the 
recommended belt-driven 
pulleys on older honing 
machines, for example, 
does not mean the 
crosshatch angle will 
be correct. It needs to 
be checked. DR 
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A car geek’s 
dream art gallery, 
allot these signs 
are the creation 
of Mightylmage, 
the ideal wall 
decor for anyone 
who loves the 
smell of nitroand 
burning rubber. 



Text and Photos by Alan Paradise 

A t some point in our lives we have all 
stared intently into the depths of framed 
or sculpted beauty. Perhaps we’ve even 
stood motionless, teacup in hand with a 
pinky sticking out, gazing at a timeless piece of art. 
It’s okay to admit that we’ve all been Ferris Bueller 
at the art museum at one time or another. 

While priceless works of the masters are perfect 
fare for museums, as performance geeks, we may 
prefer our art to be infused with a bit more octane. 
The days of carefully removing the center spread of 
a magazine to hang on our bedroom wall is likely 
long since past. Today, it’s common for us to mount 
lithographs and metal signs on the walls of a 
garage, shop or office. 

For more than a decade Mightylmage 
Collectibles and Pasttime Signs have teamed up to 
create a popular type of garage art that has 
changed the course of performance decor. Think of 
it as car geek chic or a gallery of gasoline dreams. 

The beginning of the metal sign craze sprang from 
a simple concept: display advertising and brand 
awareness. During America’s great mobilization, tin 
signs were used to stimulate brand awareness. This 
was best illustrated by such iconic images as Burma 
Shave, Coca-Cola and Prestone. It was this link to our 
motoring past that set off the modern-day revival of 
metal sign art, utilizing vintage images of yesteryear 
with more contemporary ideas. 

The new wave of metal signs can be traced back 
to Greg Dravis, a Southern California purveyor of 
automotive antiquities. His love of drag racing as 
well as the great highway migration west led to a 
collection of service station and drag racing 
memorabilia. The crown jewels of this collection 
were rare gasoline pumps, about which he had 
become quite well known for his meticulous 
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The Eyes of the Legend series begins with Lueck art. Here’s the art, finished metal sign and placement in the catalog. 




restorations. To accompany these pieces 
of Americana, he also collected support 
items including clocks, oilcans and racks; 
road map displays, tin signs and branded 
outdoor thermometers. In an effort to 
complete a display, several brands of 
clocks and thermometer had proved to be 
very elusive. It was then Dravis had an 
epiphany: recreate in the interim while 
continuing to search for the originals. This 
led him to Ian Cunningham of Pasttime 
Signs, a maker of outdoor thermometers 
and specialized wall clocks. 

Dravis helped recreate the artwork of 
bygone brands and Pasttime applied 
them to the metal and mercury. The 
results were very well received. He soon 
had a cottage industry on his hands. 

With the success of the vintage 
thermometer line, Dravis focused on his 
real passion, drag racing. Utilizing the 
capabilities of Pasttime Signs, he 
envisioned bringing to the drag racing 
world and car culture, 
artwork on 
metal, in the 
spirit of the 




The production process starts by digitizing the original art, sizing it and creating transfers on high- 
end plotters. 



old tin signage that once populated 
America’s roads. 

Dravis sought out the talents of Mark 
Lueck, a noted SoCal automotive custom 
painter whom he’d chosen to letter and 
stripe gas pumps and paint several of his 
rods and customs. The two old friends 
had several brainstorming sessions 
resulting in art designed for preset 
stamped metal signs. 

Using the Mightylmage Collectibles 
brand, Dravis developed an agreement to 



produce these original designs with 
Pasttime Signs. The first designs were an 
instant hit. Within a few weeks Dravis and 
Lueck created several more designs, most 
of which celebrated drag racing. Those too 
took off, with larger orders coming from 
Summit Racing and Speedway Motors. 
That’s when things got out of hand. 

Working capital created increasing 
possibilities and Dravis’ next big idea 
required more effort but resulted in one of 
the most popular sign trends since the 
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If you’re serious about unlocking more horsepower out of your race 
engine, turn to the PISTON RING AUTHORITY... TOTAL SEAL®. We offer 
the most advanced piston ring designs, greatest selection and personal 
technical assistance that is second to none. We can also handle any of 
your custom ring needs, from special coatings to any bore, thickness 
or radial dimension. 

Total Seal® is the Leader in Piston Ring Technology, 
TECHNOLOGY THAT PRODUCES HORSEPOWER... 

• Gapless Sealing Technology • Face Profile Technology 

• Tighter Tolerance Technology • Weight Technology 

• Surface Technology • Sharp Edge Technology 

• Anti-Friction Coating Technology • Sizing Technology 



Total Seal® is made up of racers who have devoted their lives to 
racing. We have the exceptional knowledge and an inside track on 
understanding and serving the needs of racers. Don’t accept OEM 
production car rings for your racecar... 
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800 - 874-2753 

TotalSeal.com 

Tech Line: 623-587-7400 




Demand Total Seal®. 
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MIGHTYIMAGE COLLECTIBLES 
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PASTTIME SIGNS 
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bubble. Dravis was 



enamored with the golden age of drag 
racing, S he era of accessible drivers and 
experimental equipment that greatly 
impacted fans, a barnstorming time 
before full-face helmets and hospitality 
rigs. Back then a helmet was a very unique 
and distinctive part of a driver’s persona. 
Each driver could be identified by their 
helmet. Add to this the intensity of the 
drivers’ eyes peering out from behind their 
goggles, and this was Dravis’ vision. 

He again teamed up with Lueck to 
create the artwork. This was a far more 
complex project requiring permission to 



reproduce the likeness of each driver. The 
list of first contacts was narrowed to 
include the icons of the sport. The feeling 
was if one or two were on board, others 
would follow. The first to agree was Tom 
“the Mongoo$e” McEwen. Tommy Ivo 
followed as did Don “the Snake” 
Prudhomme, Shirley Muldowney, the 
family of John “the Zookeeper” Mulligan 
and “Big Daddy” Don Garlits. 

The icons in helmets proved to be a 
blockbuster idea, sales were brisk right 
from the get-go and have remained 
consistent. This led to the expansion of 
the drag racing line with new signs, all 
* celebrating that magical time of speed 
and dafing. Combined with muscle car 
items, the Mighylmage catalog boasts 
more than 100 different signs. 

The beauty of the process is how 
Dravis works with Pasttime Signs to make 
this artwork available at very affordable 
prices. It’s a model of efficiency that takes 
the process from camera-ready art to 
finished product in just a few hours. 

Once the artwork is delivered, it’s 
digitally scanned into a high-resolution file. 
Next, the file is color-corrected and 
manipulated into what will be the finished 
size. The image is duplicated and placed in 
multiples before being sent to a print 
plotter for output onto a special transfer 
material. 

While the output is being run, the sheet 



metal is pulled from stock and loaded at 
press stations. The transfers are cut and 
meet up with the metal hosts at these 
press stations. The transfer is then mated 
with the finished metal before going 
through a heat press that adheres the 
image to the metal. In a few minutes the 
finished sign emerges from the press to 
cool before being sealed and shipped. 

While the drag race and muscle car 
signs are the consumer face of 
Mightylmage Collectibles, it has also 
developed a higher-end collection. Some 
pieces are limited editions, making them 
very exclusive and highly collectible. The 
first of these masterpieces is the Final 
Race at Lions Funny Car winner featuring 
the Mongoo$e and his Hot Wheels 
Plymouth Duster. 

As fans of drag racing, we fully 
understand the rich visual history of our 
sport. We also know the fragile nature of 
posters and photographs and likely all 
of us have lost paper-based art to the 
elements. Mightylmage has made it 
possible to fill your garage, shop or 
office with art so cool you can almost 
smell the nitro burning. Art on metal is 
far more resistant to nature’s forces set 
on eroding its luster. So, hang a few 
works of quarter-mile art and enjoy the 
moment. Reconnect to a time and place 
in the past. It’s more than art, it’s the 
canvas of drag racing. OR 




Mightylmage Collectibles’ new Extreme Collector series includes this very limited edition Lions Last Drag Race Funny Car Winner featuring Tom “the 
MongooSe” McEwen. 
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DOUBLE DOWN 

& SAVE BIG 

-Two is Better than One- 




TO SUBSCRIBE: 



Take advantage of this special offer 
and get 1 -year digital subscription to 
Drag Racer (6 issues) with a 1-year 
digital subscription to Diesel World 
(12 issues) and save up to 81% off 
the cover price! 



ONLY 

$ 20.00 



Log on to: wwwiengagedmediamags.com/eem-3070 



• No more waiting! 

• Instant access to all the latest issues 

• Safely store all past issues purchased 

• Universal access across all devices 

• Easy to use anytime anywhere 

For a full listing of our titles, visit www.engagedmediamags.com/digital today! 

*this offer is available on www.engagedmediamags.com only. 

For questions on downloading the magazine apps contact 800-764-6278 
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SAVE ON ALL AUTO METER PRODUCTS WITH 
AUTO METER’S HOT ROD HOLIDAY REBATE! 




More people trust Auto Meter when it comes to monitoring their vehicle than any other gauge 
manufacturer. Auto Meter instrumentation is engineered and built in the USA and held to the highest 
manufacturing standards in the worid. Since 1957, no name has been more synonymous with quality. 

HUGE REBATE SAVINGS on all Auto Meter products through December 2015, 

Visit AUTO MET ER.COM for more information. 
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SCHNEIDER RAC ING CAMS 
www, schrrakiercams, com 
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Phone {619) 297^0227 ■ Fa* (6lS) 297-0577 





HIGH PERFORMANCE PISTONS 

MADE IN THE USA 



Hundreds of proven, race winning, domestic & sport compact 
piston designs available to fit any engine combination. Along 
with an extensive line of piston accessories and coatings, 
ROSS specializes in the design & manufacturing of custom 
piston applications as well! 



WWW.ROSSPISTONS.COM 

1.800.392.7677 



Like Us On Facebook: 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ROSSPISTONS 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 



ED ISKENDERIAN 





I f you’re a drag racer and haven’t heard of “Isky,” you’ve likely been hiding under a 
rock. The one they call the “Camfather” has been involved with the sport since its 
inception and is still going strong at age 95. He’s probably the only guy in the sport 
who can call Chris Karamesines “sonny.” 

Iskenderian was born in California’s Central Valley in 1921. His family was involved 
with growing grapes, but relocated to Los Angeles after several heavy frosts destroyed 
their vineyards. So instead of finding the Isky label on a bottle of wine, it’s on a 
camshaft box. 

Ed started his hot rodding career by building a Model T roadster while attending 
Polytechnic High School in Los Angeles. The car was the proverbial work in progress 
as young Iskenderian experimented with various engines and combinations. The 
1924 T’s ultimate power source was a flathead V-8 that had been transformed 
with maxi cylinder heads featuring overhead exhaust valves. His apprenticeship as 
a tool-and-die maker served him well in creating components for the unique 
vehicle, which he still has and can be found on display at important venues, 
including the NHRA Wally Parks Motorsports Museum in Pomona, California. A 
young Iskenderian had also befriended legendary horsepower merchant Ed 
Winfield and learned engine theory and camshaft design principles from him. 

The mentorship would serve Iskenderian well. 

When Ed returned from serving in World War II (Army Air Corps) he began competing on 
Southern California’s dry lakes. The late ’40s were an especially heady time for hot rodding, 
and the demand for special parts outstripped the supply. Frustrated by being unable to get 
a camshaft for his roadster, Isky opted to go into business himself. The year was 1946. 

In addition to having a keen mechanical mind and the ability to create both innovative 
products and the machinery with which to build them, Iskenderian was a prodigious 
marketer. There are those who credit Isky with popularizing the now ubiquitous racing 
T-shirt when Bonneville racers started showing up at the salt flats with Iskenderian logos 
on their garb. 



An example of Isky’s 
advertising acumen. 
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Big John and Stone, Woods & Cook, two stars of the fabled ’60s cam wars. 



Of course, Iskenderian’s penchant for naming various cam 
profiles gave them a life of their own. Veteran racers can no doubt 
recall the enticing ads put forth by Isky touting a 404, 505, 
Superleggera, Polydyne Profile or 5 th Cycle cam, among others. 

The pinnacle of promotion were the cam wars of the late ’50s 
and early ’60s when Isky took on the likes of Jack Engle, Howard 
Johanson and Harvey Crane in smack-down ads that flooded 
the era’s racing tabloids and magazines. It was great sport to 
peruse the publications and see who Isky’s next target was. The 
zenith came in the form of “Big John” Mazmanian vs. Stone, 
Woods & Cook vs. “Ohio George” Montgomery, et al, as the 
mighty AA/GS Willys coupes dominated the media before the 
advent of Funny Cars. 

While marketing acumen certainly contributed to the popularity 
of Isky Cams, the man and his company were responsible for a 
large number of innovations. In addition to developing many 
successful cam profiles, including what is said to be the industry’s 
first dual pattern design, Iskenderian has built a solid following of 
racers due to its line of roller lifters and valve springs. 

Isky has long been an industry mainstay, and was part of the 
small group of speed equipment manufacturers who founded 
SEMA 50-plus years ago. Ed also served as the association’s 
first president. 

Much has happened since then. Ed has turned the day-to-day 
operations of Iskenderian Cams over to his capable sons, Richard 
and Ron, who have literally grown up in the business. These days 
Ed adheres to a more relaxed schedule, but he does come into 
the office almost daily “to look things over” and still has the innate 



curiosity of a kid, which helps inspire the staff to push the 
proverbial envelope. 

The man whose “Hiya, pal” greeting is almost as famous as he 
is, still attends a wide variety of industry functions, and certainly 
has a legion of friends, many of whom are industry icons in their 
own right, but you can bet it’s tough to come up with better 
stories than those told by the Camfather. OR 




Three speed merchant legends (L to R): Isky, Marv Ripes and Nick Arias Sr. 
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TF Performance Clutches 

Call us for all Fuel and Pedal Clutch 
SFI Recertifications 

New Location: 

625 W Katella Ave, Unit 30 
Orange, CA 92867 
714.744.1361 -714.744.1 69Sfax 
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30 years of Racing 
Experience 



Call or text us for all 
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[EVEN WHEN RUNNING OIL RESTRICTORS!] 



Protect your engine against the consequences 
of needle bearing overload with the amazing 
EZ-ROLL™ Lifters from Isky. 

Their proven needle-free design has a 7-year 
track record of over 1 10,000 in service and 
nearly 7,000 satisfied customers world-wide! 

Guaranteed 100% designed, manufactured, 
assembled and tested in the USA by the 
inventor** of the world's first drop-in roller 
lifters. 

Exclusive patented 
exterior-port Vortex 
Wave™ hydrodynamic 
lubrication system is a 
leg up on the competi- 
tion because it's now 
anti-copy protected! 

Proprietary EPSILON ZX " 
and ZMAX™ solid bearing 
raceway bushing 
materials feature the 
latest developments in 
molecular science 
technology. These 
advanced materials are produced in a 
laboratory-like environment and are 
continually Spintron test-proven to ensure 
their absolute dependability. 

‘EZ-ROLL™ Lifters are new protected tiv U.S. 
Patent #8.464.678 AND #8,851,038 



‘EZ-ROU™ "Hydro” Hydraulic 
roller liners far Small Block Chevy, LS-1 Chevy 
and Big Bloch Chevy V8’s and Harley Davidson 
"Evolution and Twin cam" motorcycle engines 




AVOID THE OVER LOAD TRAP! 

Needles exert line contact. Only 3 or 4 at a 
time actually carry the burden, making 
them unsuitable for extreme load/sustained 
high RPM applications. 

EZ-ROLL'" Lifters deliver a 350% higher load 
rating than needles. Their superior load 
distribution footprint makes them the 
overwhelming choice for extreme drag and 
endurance racing applications today! 

7.000 SATISFIED 
CUSTOMERS 
CANT BE 
WRONG! 

THEY'RE REBUILDABLE: EZ-ROLL" Roller 
Lifters can be rebuilt - Keep in mind they 
usually deliver a minimum 3 times longer 
life span than needle bearings. 

AND THEY'RE CONVERTIBLE: We can convert 
your existing Red Zone™ Needle Bearing 
Roller Lifters to EZ-ROLL™ Bearings. Call for 
more information about upgrading to the 
ultimate power bearing for extreme load 
racing today! 

EZ-ROLL™ LIFTERS: Unquestionably "the 
greatest advance in the history of roller 
lifter development." 
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Do it Right . . . Race with the Legend 

ISKYCAMS.COM 

310 - 217-9232 16020 S. Broadway • Gardena. CA 90247 






CARBURETOR CLASS 
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Holley 

DON’T THROW YOUR JETS 
AND SCREWDRIVERS OUT YET 




Holley Ultra Double Pumper Holley Dominator Holley Dominator SP 



I n the past few articles, we’ve discussed various EFI systems, 
fancy new fuel pumps, the new HydraMat fuel pickup and more. 
These are new, cutting-edge developments to push racers fur- 
ther than ever. At the same time, the guys who prefer tuning 
with screwdrivers instead of a keyboard might be feeling left out. 
As the old adage goes, there is more than one way to skin a cat, and 
it holds as true as ever. With that said, we haven’t forgotten the in- 
tegral role that carburetors play in our sport. Yes, fuel injection is 
taking a stronger hold every day, and there’s good reason for 
that. Younger people are getting into racing who have never even 
seen a carburetor. It’s scary, but true. Meanwhile, making ignition 
adjustments on a computer seems asinine to the older generation. 

The good news is that Holley has both sides of that coin in mind. 
As popular as electronic fuel injection is becoming, odds are you’re 
going to find more cars with carburetors than fuel injection at your 
local drag strip. Holley is fully aware of that fact and continues to 
develop great new carburetors for a variety of combinations, no mat- 
ter how big or small. 

The Holley Double Pumper is one of the most well known 
carburetors of all time. The basic recipe is still the same: There 
are dual accelerator pumps, mechanical secondaries, dual feed 
inlets, dual metering blocks and everything else you know and 
love about the Double Pumper. While the classic Double 
Pumpers are still available, Holley has taken a step forward with 
the Ultra Double Pumper. This line has been out for a little while 
now, but Holley recently added an 850-cfm carb to it for 
combinations requiring more air and fuel. The Ultra Double 
Pumper is constructed of aluminum for a 43% savings in weight, 
which is approximately 5 pounds. Four-corner idle control allows 
you to precisely control the idle on your engine. The billet 
anodized metering blocks give this carburetor the finishing touch 



to ensure that it looks as good as it performs. 

Next to the Double Pumper, the Dominator line of carburetors 
might actually be the most well known carburetors in Holley’s 
catalog. You can find them topping engines that need a massive 
amount of air and fuel, such as the 500-ci mills powering NHRA 
Pro Stockers. While the gen three Dominators are the ultimate king 
of the hill, Holley decided the niche right below them needed 
filling. This is where the Dominator SP comes in. Using the gen 
three Dominator as a starting point, Holley created a budget- 
friendly version that is perfect for street/strip applications as well 
as all out bracket or sportsman drag cars. The SP features the gen 
three main body, which is YsHnch taller than the previous 
generation. This allows for larger radius air entries to deliver 
smoother flow. This means better throttle response and more 
consistent performance, while gen threes cost anywhere from 
$1,000-1,500, the SP will only run you $800-860. 

Speaking of gen three Dominators, there is an addition to those 
as well. With more and more racers exploring different fuels, it 
made sense to introduce a Dominator designed to cope with one 
of the most popular of those fuels, methanol. The new 
0-80930HB carburetor features a methanol-specific calibration 
and Holley’s Hard Core Gray finish to deal with the corrosive nature 
of methanol. Like all gen three Dominators, these carbs feature all- 
aluminum construction for a 28% savings in weight (3.8 pounds). 
The venturi throat is fully machined to the throttle bore for 
predicable and repeatable performance. The dual 50cc accelerator 
pumps ensure the perfect amount of fuel from idle to wide-open 
throttle. It’s everything you already knew about gen three 
Dominators, ready to ingest huge amounts of air and methanol. 

For more information on these parts and the rest of the Holley 
family of brands, visit Holley’s website at Holley.com. Ofi 
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The Performance Racing Industry Trade Show 
showcases the latest in racing technology, 
ideas and new business opportunities. 



December 10-12, 2015 

Learn More or Register Online at WWW.pri2015.COm 
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to be a member. Cost is just $22 per month for sizes S to XL, larger sizes up to 4XL are only 
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THE MONGOO$E JOURNALS 



ON THE ROAD AGAN 




Left to right: Tom Prock, Al Segrini and ’Goo$se at 
the New England Hot Rod Reunion. 



F riends of the Mongoo$e, this summer has 
felt like old times. I haven’t travelled this 
much since I parked my ’57 Chevy Funny 
Car after the 1 992 season. 

As much as I enjoyed seeing old friends, making new ones and 
having the opportunity to reconnect with my loyal supporters, I truly 
hate to travel: crowded, uncomfortable airplanes: rushing through 
airports to make connections: going through security: messing with 
rental cars. Every new car I got into, the controls were completely 
different: I had to get out the owner’s manual just to figure out how 
to start one of them. It was a pain trying to navigate cities where 
we’d raced so often, but hey, it’s been a few years! As much as I 
enjoyed seeing you again, it sure is good to be back home. 

Last time I shared with you my travels to Milan Dragway, well this 
time I’m gonna start with the NHRA Museum’s New England Hot 
Rod Reunion in Epping, New Hampshire. First off, thanks to the 
museum’s Executive Director Larry Fisher and Marketing Manager 
Rose Dickinson for all they did to make the journey come to pass. 

The last time I visited Epping (New England Dragway) was for 
the 57’s final race at the IHRA national event. The track’s 
reconnected with NHRA since then. Of course, I raced there many 
times through the years. We had a great time! I got a chance to 
talk with so many old friends, including the event’s grand marshal, 
Al Segrini, long-time Track Manager Jack Doyle and Bruce Larson. 
My friend and Coors Corvette Crew Chief Tom Prock also make the 
journey. We stayed in nearby Exeter, which is such a neat little 
town. It’s like stepping back in history, seeing horses and buggies 



wouldn’t have surprised me. Folks talk about Southern hospitality, 
which is great, but the Yankees sure did treat us right. Everyone 
was so helpful and friendly. I really enjoyed talking with the fans, 
and the racing at the event was first class. I even got to catch up 
with “Jungle Pam” who’s involved with a nostalgia F/C. She looks 
as good as ever! The weather was beautiful and the folks poured 
in. Next year’s Reunion should be even better. 

Next up was the 50 th anniversary of Tulsa Raceway Park, The 
Snake joined me for that event. I hadn’t been to Tulsa since the 
mid-’80s, and I couldn’t believe my eyes. Our hosts and new 
owners Todd Martin and Keith Haney have really outdone 
themselves. It is one great racetrack. Todd and Keith really 
treated us right, from a great meal at a local steakhouse our first 
night in town through our entire stay. Becky Segura and Jimmy 



\ 




“The Birdman” Mark Lueck and his son shared a tent and pitched in to 
help at Crower’s Barona event. 
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“Ugly John’s” amazing car collection includes Bennie Osborn and Tom McEwen’s fuel dragsters. Left to right: Keith Haney, Snake, ’Goo$se, Bennie Osborn, 
Ugly John himself John Mullen and Todd Martin. 



Boies who manage the office and track respectively also made 
us feel welcome. 

Tulsa holds a lot of memories for me, especially because of the 
friends I made there, I especially miss Bob Creitz. But on a brighter 
note, I did get to see a bunch who are thankfully still with us 
including Bennie “The Wizard” Osborn and John Collins. Bennie 
and I faced off many times, especially at the World’s Richest Drag 
Race held at OCIR in 1968, where he beat me. John raced with me 
for several years, driving my English Leather/Navy Duster team car. 
On Saturday, Todd and Keith honored at least a dozen of the 
famous racers who competed at the track throughout the years. 

On Friday we got a real treat. “Ugly John” Mullen, a very 
successful area businessman, invited us over to see his 
outstanding car collection, which includes Bennie’s last front- 
motor dragster and my Tirend T/F. His place is first-rate, especially 
the fully functional ’50s-style ice cream parlor. He and his lovely 
wife Velma blended up homemade chocolate malts for all of us. 

The Tulsa anniversary was hampered by rain on Friday evening, 
but Saturday was beautiful and the crowd came early. There were 
two signing sessions, and the fans kept us going non-stop for both. 
Once again, it’s always good to be able to reconnect with all of the 
folks who have cheered us on through the years. The festivities 
were brought to a close Saturday night with a cacklefest, which 
included the beautifully restored Custom Auto Body Challenger 
F/C Tom Prock drove, now owned by Ross Howard, and the Tirend 
T/F. Ugly John really had it roaring; the crowd loved it. Thanks to all 
who made us feel so welcome. 

Our last excursion of the year was a bit closer to home, namely 
to Barona Dragway, east of San Diego and way off the beaten 
path. Crower Cams was holding its 60 th anniversary party, and it 




Ugly John and his lovely wife Velma whipping up chocolate malts at their 
nifty ’50s ice cream parlor. 



was also the last race in the Crower Cut race series. Louis Floquet 
of Crower was kind enough to invite me. Plus, it gave me the 
opportunity to see Bruce Crower, the company’s innovative 
founder; we’ve done business together for years. Speaking of my 
Tirend dragster, there is a Crower decal displayed prominently on 
its side. Louis and his Crower crew did it up right. There was a band 
playing Friday night, and the festivities went on way into the wee 
hours. A good time was had by all. 

The crew from TMS Titanium was also in attendance. I enjoyed 
talking to all of the racers and fans who showed up. Louis, thanks 
for the invite. Renowned drag racing artist Mark Lueck was kind 
enough to share a tent, so we didn’t bake in the SoCal sun. On a 
sad note, Dave Crower, Bruce’s brother passed away recently. He 
will be missed. 

Well, next it’s the CA Hot Rod Reunion and SEMA. I’ll be filling 
you in. Thanks to all of you who came to visit at Epping, Tulsa 
and Barona. OR 
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